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Tannenbaum, 2010 Commencement speakers announced
CHC deny
Snoop Dogg
funding
rumors
RACHEL HASTINGS

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

A hip-hop choreographer, two not¬
ed researchers, a television' journalist,
and a best-selling novelist will speak
and be presented with honorary de¬
grees at this year’s Commencement,
which will take place May 30th.
Rennie Harris, a Philadelphia native,
has been widely credited with bringing
hip-hop to the mainstream dance world
and stretching social boundaries. A
performer since the 1980s, Harris and
his dance troupe have received wide

REGINA TAVANI

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The Chase Hall Committee (CHC)
and Dean of Student Activities Keith
Tannenbaum denied rumors that
Tannenbaum appropriated funds from
the Student Activities Office budget in
order to finance the Feb. 27th Snoop
Dogg concert sponsored by the CHC.
The Student received a lead regarding
the rumor from members of the class of
2010 on Sunday evening, Feb. 7th.
Tannenbaum stated that as of
Monday morning, Feb. 8th, all funding
for the concert was designated to
come from the CHC’s budget and
ticket sales. On Monday evening,
the CHC signed co-sponsorship
legislation with the Bates College
Student Government (BCSG) securing
additional funding of $33,000, after
requesting $37,750.
CHC Co-Presidents Evan Hancock
’10 and Nicole Kahn TO echoed
Tannenbaum’s response. They said that
because the CHC does not pay artists
until after their performances, the idea
that funds were transferred between
budgets ahead of time is unfounded.
When asked to provide the CHC’s
current budget, Hancock responded, “Is
it really necessary?” The Co-Presidents
stated that they were unable to disclose
the organization’s current budget, citing
the fact that the figure will change
significantly following a performance
by comedian M. Dickson on Feb. 26th
and the organization’s attendance at the
five-day National Association of Campus
Activities Conference in Boston. They
therefore felt that a current figure would
be a misrepresentation of the funding
which will be available at the time of
the concert. The Co-Presidents could
not provide exact costs nor estimations
of costs for either the comedian or the
conference.
The Budget Committee allocated
$82,000 to the CHC for the 2009-2010
academic year following their request
of $135,000, according to former BCSG
Treasurer Daniela Jaeckel TO. Current
Treasurer Hunter Archibald T2 declined
comment regarding the matter.
Tannenbaum emphasized that the
budget of the Student Activities Office
is significantly smaller by comparison.
When asked what the office’s exact
budget was, he responded, “I don’t
really think that that’s important.”
To this end, he said that it would be
illogical to appropriate funds from this
smaller budget, especially when that
budget covers a number of expensive
services, such as College shuttles.
The CHC estimates that the
concert will cost $83,000 in its entirety,
including the $60,000 requested by
Snoop Dogg. Kahn noted that the
cost of a Snoop Dogg performance is
usually significantly higher, but that
See CONCERT, page 5

acclaim, including the 2007 Artist of the
Year Award in Pennsylvania.
James McCarthy, a professor of
biological oceanography at Harvard,
helped to bring the scope of climate
change to the public eye through his
globe-spanning research and public
outreach. He is a fellow of the Ameri¬
can Academy of Arts and Sciences, a
member of the Royal Swedish Academy
of Sciences, and served as president of
the American Association for the Ad¬
vancement of Science.
Jane Pauley was a co-host of NBC’s
“Today Show” for 13 years and a co¬
host of “Dateline NBC” for 12. She also

anchored evening newscasts at NBC,
hosted a weekly newsmagazine, and
hosted MSNBC’s retrospective “Time
and Again” program. Pauley has re¬
ceived numerous accolades for her
work, including multiple Emmys. She
also wrote a memoir about her personal
struggle with bipolar disorder.
Elizabeth Strout, who graduated
Bates in 1977, is an acclaimed novel¬
ist who won the 2009 Pulitzer Prize for
fiction for her novel, Olive Kittredge.
Her other two novels, Amy and Isabelle
and Abide With Me, have also been
well-received by critics and audiences
alike. Strout, a Maine native, has also

published short stories in a variety of
publications including The New Yorker
and O: The Oprah Magazine.
Teresa Woodward, a professor at
Northwestern University's Feinberg
School of Medicine, has worked exten¬
sively to develop procedures to protect
the fertility of women being treated
for cancer, a field of research which
she termed “oncofertility”. She is the
founder and director of the Institute for
Women’s Health Research, runs the na¬
tion’s first Oncofertility Consortium, and
is a fellow of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science.

The 2010 Commencement Honorands, pictured
clockwise from the top-left corner: Jane Pauley,
veteran television journalist; James McCarthy, a
Harvard professor and internationally-respected
climate change leader; Elizabeth Strout ’77, a
Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist; Teresa Woodruff,
who has completed leading research on care
for women who become infertile from cancer
treatment; and Rennie Harris, a renowned hip hop
choreographer.
ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS &
MEDIA RELATIONS EXCEPT PHOTO BELOW, COURTESY OF MIRIAM
BERKLEY

Harward Center holds annual celebration
PALO PEIRCE

STAFF WRITER

The Harward Center for Commu¬
nity Partnerships at Bates held its an¬
nual community celebration on Friday
Feb. 5th at the Lewiston Public Library’s
Marsden Hartley Cultural Center. The
event was well attended by both the lo¬
cal Lewiston community and Bates stu¬
dents, with appearances by several lo¬
cal dignitaries such as Lewiston Mayor
Laurent F. Gilbert Sr. and Bates College
President Elaine Tuttle Hansen.
“This annual party highlights in such
a visible way the ongoing effectiveness of
the Harward Center in connecting our cam-'
pus to the community and promoting the
development of that sense of responsibility
and commitment to collective well-being
that Bates Ls all about” said Hansen.
The celebration was co-sponsored by
the Alonzo Garcelon Society, which func¬
tions to raise funds and awareness for the

INSIDE
Quality or Quantity?
Regina Tavani '10 considers the College's failure to attract
more notable commencement speakers. • Page 2

Androscoggin Scholarship Endowment that
was established at Bates to support College
students from local Androscoggin com¬
munities. The Garcelon Society also recog¬
nized Brittney French ’ll of Auburn, Maine
and presented her with a scholarship from
the Androscoggin Scholarship Endowment
fund.
French, a psychology major, has partic¬
ipated in several community projects. Her
latest involved exploring the differences
between Somali and United States bank¬
ing through the Androscoggin Community
Bank. She described the community cel¬
ebration event as “unique and diverse in
both people and acts.”
The event also featured numerous
local Lewiston and Bates artists who
performed a wide variety of acts in¬
cluding Bates' acclaimed all male a cappella group, the Deansmen, who sang
three inspiring selections. Highlights of
their performance included solos by
tenor Dan Arsnow TO in Ray Charles’

An inside Look at Adderall and Ritalin Abuse

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The Student speaks with dealers and abusers of popular ADHD

On Monday, Feb.
8th, as part of their
weekly meeting the
Bates College Stu¬
dent
Government
(BCSG) debated the
approval of the co¬
sponsorship
fund
request made by the Chase Hall
Committee (CHC) for the upcoming
Snoop Dogg concert.
CHC Co-Presidents Evan Han¬
cock ’10 and Nicole Kahn ’10 dis¬
cussed the size and timing of the
request for funds. Hancock and
Kahn articulated the specific reasons
for the budget request, highlight¬
ing both standard concert booking

Vagina Monologues Celebrates 10th Anniversary
Robinson Players present annual production of female pride in
a more intimate venue. • Page 7

Men's Basketball Sweeps Amherst, Trinity
Bobcats bring record to 4-4, hope for spot in the play¬
offs. • Page 12
Forum...2 | News...5 | Arts & Living...7 | Sports...12

including multiple poems and a speech.
Catherine Elliott T2, a Harward
Center employee said there “was a lot
of excitement and that everyone was
having a good time.” The Harward
Center also sponsored the The Bald
Hill Trio to play at the event, featur¬
ing Ben DeTroy on mandolin, fiddle
and guitar, Mike Conant on guitar,
and Tim Clough on double bass. The
music was well received and as Javier
Henriquez T2 described it was “an
awe-inspiring and reflective cross be¬
tween blues, country, and light rock
music styles.”
The event also showcased food
and refreshments from several local
businesses and, said David Scobey,
Director of the Harward Center for
Community Partnerships, “In the mid¬
dle of winter, it’s a wonderful chance
to gather together and celebrate the
partnership between the College and
our community.”

BCSG approves CHC co-sponsorship
request for Snoop Dogg concert
ZOE ROSENTHAL

medications. • Paged

“Georgia on My Mind,” and a rousing
solo by Liam Zaaijer T2 in Rockapella’s
“FlipTop Twister.” Zaaijer described the
event as “powerful” and emphasized
how worthwhile performing outside of
Bates was.
In addition the event featured a short
routine performed by the Bates Step
Team, led by Victoria Lowe T2. Team
member Stephanie Cade T3 commented
that “it was great to see the people who
run Lewiston, interacting and involved
with the community.”
Local groups were also well repre¬
sented. The Hillview Girls Aspirations
after school program for local Somali
middle school girls presented their sew¬
ing projects of homemade dresses and
other clothing garments. The event also
included student participants of the
Androscoggin Valley Education Collab¬
orative Writing Program from Lewiston
and Edward Little High schools who
displayed numerous pieces of writing

processes and projected ticket rev¬
enues. Several members of the BCSG
noted the fact that the concert was
announced to the student body be¬
fore the BCSG actually granted ap¬
proval for the proposed funds.
After hearing a recommenda¬
tion from the Budget Committee,
the BCSG concluded lengthy de¬
liberation by voting to approve the
$33,000 co-sponsorship fund allo¬
cation. During the BCSG meeting,
members verbalized that all future
co-sponsorship applications should
follow past administrative proce¬
dures; it was also suggested that all
profits from ticket revenue be re-al¬
located to the BCSG co-sponsorship
fund.
The Bates Outing Club (BOC)
also presented its application for co¬

sponsorship. The BOC sought funds
in order to revamp the equipment
room’s inventory. Once the BCSG
convenes after break, the proposal
will be discussed further and at that
time will be open for a vote of ap¬
proval.
Member of the Educational Pol¬
icy Committee Jordan Conwell ’12
introduced to the RA a new process
for class randomization, which may
be able to be implemented as early
as Fall 2012.
Additionally, Joseph Kibe ’12,
member of the public, stated he had
successfully secured funds to con¬
tinue construction of the BCSG Web
site. According to Kibe, the Web site
should be effective next week.
Lindsay Blitstein reported for this
article.
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Commencement speaker iFeel old
Looking on as our
choices fall short of
culture is taken over
College's reputation
by acne-ridding
REGINA TAVANI
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

For years, The Stu¬
dent has been granted
the privilege of break¬
ing the names of the
Commencement honorands to the Bates
community. Unfortunately, this news is
never terribly exciting to break. Bates
has a penchant for inviting Commence¬
ment speakers whom, by and large, no
one has ever heard of before. Now that
I have nearly reached that bittersweet
point in my college career when I will
march down the Quad behind these
honorands, I would like to know just
why that is.
When the Office of Communica¬
tions & Media Relations forwarded me
the honorand press release last week,
I got my hopes up. Perhaps, this year,
we’d finally bring someone famous to
speak. My optimism was quickly de¬
stroyed as I scrolled down the list of
names. I had a faint recollection of
who Rennie Harris was, and I’ve read
and enjoyed “Olive Kittredge” by Bates
alum Elizabeth Strout, but I was more
or less underwhelmed.
There’s an unspoken understanding
that a purportedly elite education en¬
tails certain perks - one of which is con¬
cluding that education with the words
of someone who, if not legendary, is at
the very least highly-renowned. That’s
why Wesleyan had Obama speak last
year; Williams, James Taylor; and Tufts,
Deval Patrick. I could continue, but I
will refrain.
To Bates’ credit, we have had a few
decent speakers over the last few years.
Everyone read Eric Carle’s “The Very
Hungry Caterpillar” in pre-school, and
even if my dad is the only person who
watches his Civil War documentaries,
Ken Burns is a pretty solid name, too.
While these occasional famed speak¬
ers help assuage the College’s problem
of bringing renowned honorands, they
are not enough to alter the widely-held
opinion among the student body that
Bates’ Commencement speakers are
embarrassingly sub-par.

I envy the Kenyon class of 2005,
who heard David Foster Wallace’s nearfinal words, later published as a book
entitled “This is Water.” Wallace was an
ideal speaker for two reasons: he had
the big name that should be requisite of
a speaker at an elite college, but he also
had the academic prowess and critical
acclaim that made him well-suited to
address a graduating class of liberal arts
students. It is precisely these kinds of
speakers that Bates should be inviting
to its Commencement.
Of course, it’s not a secret to any¬
one that our endowment lags consider¬
ably behind most of our brethren, and
I suspect part of this issue is fiscal in
origin. But if that is the case, could not
Bates cut down its number of speakers
and, with the money saved, invite one
with a higher price tag? Financial mat¬
ters aside, five speakers are simply too
many. I never thought Bates would sur-

“There’s an unspoken under¬
standing that a purportedly
elite education entails certain
perks - one of which is con¬
cluding that education with
the words of someone who,
if not legendary, is at the
very least highly-renowned.”

pass its typical four speakers of years
past, but perhaps the College is attempt¬
ing to compensate quality with quantity.
Unfortunately, that’s not going to cut it.
Moreover, no senior, having spent the
prior evening corralled in a keg-filled
Library Quad, is going to want to sit
through that many addresses.
I grow particularly jealous when
I consider the fact that the one-fifth
of my high school class that attended
the University of New Hampshire will
most likely be addressed by a more
renowned honorand than the three of
us who came to Bates. In past years,
everyone from Meryl Streep to A1

Subscription to the Bates Student:
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$30 for a year
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The Bates Student
332 Bates College
Lewiston, ME 04240

Gore has delivered UNH’s Commence¬
ment address. If a state school can do
it, why can’t we?
My concern with our Commence¬
ment speakers extends beyond the
embarrassment of having to publish
photographs of random people on the
front page of The Student or having
to sit through speeches by people of
whom I’ve never heard before. As un¬
fortunate as it may be, superficial fac¬
tors, such as the quality of a school’s
Commencement speakers, are often
indicative of a College’s reputation
and possess the subtle power to even
alter that reputation.
Much in the media and in the gen¬
eral climate of the campus in recent
years has suggested that Bates’ repu¬
tation may be in decline. I will never
forget when Newsweek published its
list of 25 “New Ivies” the week before
I started my first year here, and Bates
was not included. Likewise, our rank¬
ings in U.S. News & World Report
continue to drop. While the admin¬
istration has stressed that rankings
should not govern one’s impression
of an institution, I must disagree. We
live in a world in which rankings play
a major role in determining society’s
value for nearly everything. As such,
if our rankings continue to decline,
for whatever reason, it is only a mat¬
ter of time before our reputation does
so as well.
I admit that I am uninformed re¬
garding the nuts-and-bolts of the Col¬
lege’s honorand selection process, but
I have a difficult time believing that
Bates could not attract better speak¬
ers if it perhaps worked a bit harder
to do so and lessened the number of
speakers. To that end, I urge the ad¬
ministration to make a more concert¬
ed effort in the coming years to attract
honorands who are better reflective of
the College’s prestige.
After all, Chase Hall Commitee just
scored Snoop Dogg for its spring con¬
cert after years of attracting lesser-famed
artists. What better time to start bringing
bigger and better names to Commence¬
ment, too?
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BLAISE LUCEY
ASSISTANT FORUM
EDITOR

There is a new
iPhone application that
claims it can cure acne. It’s been out
since September, but I just found out
about it the other day. Maybe everyone
else already has it. I suppose I’m out
of the loop, because I still primitively
wield a cell phone and an iPod, not
some unnatural abomination of the two.
Apparently, this application (or “app,” as
the kids call it) needs “a lot more clini¬
cal study” before its acne-eradicating
power can be verified (NYTimes.com).
That’s a quote from the actual derma¬
tologist who oversaw the project, so if
that doesn’t make it fly off the virtual
shelves, I don’t know what will.
Basically, this app fries your face
with alternating blue and red lights
while you are listening to music or talk¬
ing on your phone. I can’t imagine any¬
thing more pleasant than having a chat
with my mom while my phone slowly
melts my face. Another dermatologist
expressed concern that “harmful ultra¬
violet rays could be emitted.” So, who
knows, maybe you could get a tan
from this app, too (NYTimes.com). You
would never have to go outside again!
The idea of an electronic device ac¬
tually affecting my physical appearance
is well, positively terrifying. I’ll unknow¬
ingly subject myself to the lethal radia¬
tion from my cell phone, fine. But once
the thing starts affecting my external
appearance, that’s uncharted territory.
I feel like technology is progressing
at such an exponential rate now that I
have already become a suspicious old
fart clinging to the electronic relics of
2008. I blame Apple for belching out
new devices before the consumer has
even digested the last one. Their strate¬
gy seems to be subtly making every one
of their products obsolete and, worse
yet, uncool within six months.
Then again, I can’t just blame Apple

for feeling like a bystander as a young¬
er generation starts to form our cul¬
ture. Twitter is another culprit. I made
a Twitter account several months ago
because I felt guilty about not having
one. I posted a deliberate and intellec¬
tual analysis about the newest 311 al¬
bum, sat back, and realized that none
of my friends have Twitter accounts. I
had just written something that no one
would read (I’ll tactfully refrain from
commenting about my Forum articles at
this point).
The worst generational divide is the
music of the latter half of this decade. I
literally feel like a parent from the 1950s
when I hear “Tik Tok” by Ke$ha. I kind
of cock my head to one side, as if try¬
ing to figure out what, exactly, is hap¬
pening to my ears, and then I think to
myself: “What the hell is all this racket’”
Ke$ha is becoming to pop singing what
Lil Wayne is to mainstream rapping
(interpret that as you will). “Tik Tok”
has been on iTunes’ “Top Ten” .list for
weeks (iTunes Store). It glorifies binge
drinking by pretending it’s the key to
immortal youth and opens with the line
“Wake up in the morning feeling like
R Diddy” - a line that, if you haven’t
noticed, makes absolutely no sense.
This is exactly what a despairing el¬
derly person would say. Especially since
my next thought was: “Think of the
children!” Sure, this is just a silly song
to college kids, but what about the preteens who are literally herded toward
this kind of music? Won’t it encourage
them to try drinking? Soon enough, they
won’t even be able to spell “tick tock”
correctly. Not to mention the dubious
effects of the catchy creepiness of Sir
- I mean Lady - Gaga’s chants about
disco sticks and the decidedly different
vertigo stick.
Our parents listen to Led Zeppelin,
the Grateful Dead, the Beatles, Pink
Floyd and the Doors. Could you imag¬
ine blasting Ke$ha when our grandchil¬
dren come to visit? What’s going to be
on our generation’s “classics” station?

The weight of a Muslim name

Rising anti-Islamic sentiment
as nation moves past post-9/11
political correctness
MARIAM ALAM

pate# ibtubent

phones and Ke$ha
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MANAGING FORUM
EDITOR

As the daughter of
a Pakistani immigrant, I
have a recognizably Muslim name. As
a result, people often assume that I am
Muslim. And it is true that Islam has, at
least indirectly, always been a part of
my life. But with an Irish-Catholic moth¬
er and an ethnically Muslim father who
truthfully couldn’t tell you what the five
pillars of Islam are, I have never con¬
sidered myself Muslim, nor do I pre¬
tend to have an extensive knowledge
of the religion’s nuances. But despite
my religious affiliations, or lack thereof,
people will always associate my name
with Islam, especially as the faith and its
followers receive more and more atten¬
tion. And this has never bothered me,
until recently.
I have always been proud of my
Pakistani heritage and respectful of the
Islamic faith. I have grown up around
people who pray five times a day and
who only eat Halaal food. I have gone
to as many Eid festivities as St. Pat¬
rick’s Day parties, and I have welcomed
the intermingling of my two ethnici¬
ties. Throughout my life, I have never
thought that anything about my back¬
ground was worth disguising.
Even immediately after September
11th, a tragedy associated heavily with
the Islamic world, I felt comfortable in
my own name. I will admit that as a
12-year-old, living in proximity to New
York City, I feared not only the threat
of another terrorist attack, but also the
possibility of a backlash against MuslimAmericans and the danger this might

pose to my family. This is my first mem¬
ory of being aware of the weight my
Muslim name carried. But, thankfully,
my fears were not realized, and any
hesitation to share my background with
others quickly vanished. While I do not
applaud the Bush administration for
many things, and though I believe that
the American media typically creates
unnecessary and often destructive hype,
I will say that both institutions handled
the American perception of Islam admi¬
rably following 9/11, placing emphasis
on the acceptance of Muslim-Americans
as Americans, and nothing less. For the
first few years after September 11th,
my family and I experienced no form
of prejudice, and I did not think twice
about my Muslim name.
Yet in recent years, media and gov¬
ernment initiatives to encourage reli¬
gious tolerance and acceptance have
dwindled. As the threat of Islamic fun¬
damentalism rises, less attention is paid
to the millions of Muslims who live
peacefully throughout the world with
no intention of become Jihadists, or
suicide-bombing their white, Christian
neighbors (indeed, most Muslim-Ameri¬
cans live with the same fear of terrorism
that we all do). Today, headlines com¬
monly capitalize on Americans’ fear of
Islam (for example, a recent New York
Times article was titled “The Jihadist
Next Door”), with few stories speaking
to the many positive contributions of
Islam to combat the negative associa¬
tions with the religion (NYTimes.com).
Though President Obama has certainly
called for the acceptance of Muslim
Americans on multiple occasions, the
overall attention paid to the issue by
both the government and the media
seems to have declined after the pur-

poseful political correctness that existed
in the wake of September 11th.
In combination with the daily ter¬
rorist attacks by Muslim fundamental¬
ists, the ongoing conflict between Is¬
rael and Palestine, and the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, this inattention to the
many Muslim-AmeriCans who stand by
our nation as Americans, first and fore¬
most, has caused an increasingly nega¬
tive public opinion of Islam. In 2006,
a Washington Post-ABC News survey
found that 46 percent of Americans re¬
ported having a negative view of Islam,
while in 2001, in the months directly
following 9/11, only 41 percent held
this view (Washingtonpost.com). At the
time of the survey, the majority of Amer¬
icans said they believed Muslims were
disproportionately prone to violence,
and one in three Americans reported
making prejudiced comments about
Muslims within the past year (Washingtonpost.com).
Though no major survey of a sim¬
ilar nature has been done in the past
few years, I suspect that these numbers
would be even higher now than they
were four years ago. For the first time
in my life, I am a little hesitant about
sharing my full name with others. In
recent years, the number of comments
and jokes regarding my ethnicity, made
by people I have always considered
friends, has increased substantially.
When I was in middle school, no one
would have dared to call me “Osama
Bin Laden” or make a joke about my
“desert people.” Similarly, five years ago,
no one ever raised an eyebrow upon
hearing my name. Now? More than one
stranger has muttered something to the
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Snoop is coming HERE?
With CHC’s first big name
concert in years comes
excitement and disbelief as to
how and why the famous artist
will be performing at Bates
JAMIE CRAGNOLINE
ASSISTANT FORUM
EDITOR

Despite the offi¬
cial confirmation of
the concert on Mon¬
day, and the release of an Announce

e-mail and creation of a Facebook
group on Wednesday, I think that 75
percent of campus was aware of the
happenings of Feb. 27th a full day be¬
fore the event was even nailed down.
The power of the rumor mill at Bates

concert are we talking here?
While a cultural icon, there’s no
skirting around the fact that Snoopaloop is a has-been. His music more
or less defined my high school years.
There’s nothing that brings me back to
homeroom and homecoming dances
more than the lyrics “drop it like it’s
hot” and the trend of ending “-izzle” to
every conceivable word in the English
language. “To the sweat drop down
my....” - yeah I forgot how much
some of his songs make me cringe.
That being said, it will definitely be
a little strange to have Snoop come
perform just as other seniors and I are
transitioning out of college.
And just how did this concert come
into being? As I was walking across cam¬
pus the other afternoon, I overheard a
group of people discussing whether the
concert was an appeal to black students
on campus. I really don’t think this is
true, especially judging by the haphazard
and impromptu way in which the con¬
cert came into existence. Apparently a
middle agent of Snoop Dogg contacted
the College two weeks ago seeking to fill
an open spot on his New England tour.
The agent offered a good deal, so CHC
jumped on board. Furthermore, many
other sizable concerts on campus have
been comprised of minorities, including
The Roots and Blue Scholars.
While I think that this all seems to
have come about as a matter of chance,
I wonder about the transformation that
campus may undergo in anticipation of
the concert. And by transformation, I’m
talking about a whole lot of white kids
pretending that they’re not white. While
not a parallel situation, this reminds
me of the screening of the Lil Wayne
documentary “The Carter” last week by
WRBC and the Cinematography Club
(we have one of those?). The place was
packed with people like myself, trans¬
fixed to the screen, watching Lil Wayne
drink his double-cupped “sizzurp” and
rant about his music, money and im¬
mortality. Genius or addict? Icon or sell¬
out? Rising star or on the decline? Who
knows, but clearly we can’t look away.
As the news of the upcoming con¬
cert settles, I know that some of us are
KELLY GOLLOGLY/THE BATES STUDENT
excited. Some of us are ambivalent.
And some of us are downright disap¬
name concert was when I was a first-year, pointed and dismayed. Yet no matter
four years ago, when the Roots came to your personal sentiments regarding
Bates. So, it’s about time that something the matter, if nothing else, this con¬
undeniably big has gone down, and cert gives us pretty intense bragging
there’s no denying that Snoop is going to rights. Even if we are a little behind
be a big concert. But exactly what kind of the times.

College - and that of Facebook sta¬
tuses - ensured that by Sunday night,
most everyone knew that Snoop Dogg
was coming to campus.
No offense to the hard working folks
at the Chase Hall Committee, but it’s been
a while since CHC has lived up to its
promise of hosting a big spring concert at
Bates. In fact, the last time we had a big

Though recent
study indicates
abstinence-only
education may be
effective,
programs provide
false information,
devalues women
CONOR MESSINGER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The twentieth century has seen a
wealth of cultural change, with many
brave individuals determined to chal¬
lenge the status quo. As a result of
their efforts, African Americans rose up
against the injustices of segregation and
Jim Crow laws, the homosexual com¬
munity fought back against government
-sponsored persecution, and women
moved out of the house and into the
streets to gain freedom. In light of re¬
cent events, this freedom of expression
we have moved towards as a society
could be at risk.
A recent study led by John B.
Jemmott III of the University of
Pennsylvania found that African
American middle school students
who took part in abstinence-only
sexual education programs were less
likely to have sex within the next
two years. According to Jemmott,
“This is a rigorous study that means
we can now say that it’s possible for
an abstinence-only intervention to
be effective” (NYTimes.com).
This statement is presumptuous to
say the least. First, this study of 662
African American middle school stu¬
dents represents an extremely narrow
segment of society. However, Jemmott
argues that the results can be extrapo¬
lated because “African-Americans tend
to have a higher rate of early sexual
initiation” (NYTimes.com). Jemmot’s
logic follows that, if abstinence works
for the most at-risk students, it will
work for everyone. But how can one
say that sexual tendencies of youth will
be equal across ethnic and racial lines?
While Jemmott’s data cannot be refuted,
the point he tries to make is weak and
extremely narrow minded.
Nationally, this study stirs up
great interest. Abstinence support¬
ers are using this study as a rhetori¬
cal wedge to circumvent the sexism
and homophobia inherent in several
federal sex-ed programs. Abstinence
was a cornerstone of the Bush admin-

istration’s sex-ed policies. According
to a report presented by Representa¬
tive Henry A, Waxman (D-CA), the
Bush administration spent $170 mil¬
lion on abstinence-only education
in 2005 (Democrats.reform.house,
gov). President Obama plans to do
away with these programs, which
many argue consist of curriculums
that utilize false information about
the effectiveness of contraceptives
and abortion, contain religious over¬
tones, and seek to put women into a
subservient sphere. In this world of
pseudo-scientific fallacies,“condoms
fail to prevent HIV 31% of the time”
and fail at contraception one out of
every seven times (Democrats.re¬
form.house.gov). Similarly, one such
curriculum contends that five to ten
percent of women who undergo le¬
gal abortions become sterile, though
no such correlation has been estab¬
lished. Another curriculum states as
a fact that when a sperm finds an
egg life begins, an inherently pro¬
life statement to argue against abor¬
tion (Democrats.reform.house.gov).
Among all of these false, feardriven suppositions, the most fright¬
ening is indeed abstinence-only
programs’ treatment of women. One
particular curriculum states that
women need monetary support, men
need'“admiration” and that “women
gauge their happiness and judge
their success on their relationships.
Men’s happiness and success hinge
on their accomplishments” (Demo¬
crats.reform.house.gov). In these
curriculums where ungrounded fear
surrounds sex, women are placed in
a dependent, submissive environ¬
ment. These are the kinds of pro¬
grams that abstinence has wrought.
Where does our society move for¬
ward with abstinence when young
people are not taught the truth and are
submerged in shame? Was the work
of brave women all for naught? Why
should we feel ashamed and afraid of
exploring sex - an integral expression
of our human existence?

Acceptability of prejudiced
humor directed at Muslims BATES RATES
TT
indicates society’s changing
attitudes towards Islam
Too bad it’s not as
easy to shave off a
Sharpie mustache.

Mustachio Bashio

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

effect of “Hmm, Arab...” when I have
introduced myself. Even some of my
closest friends think it is okay to make
jokes about me “being a terrorist” be¬
cause of my father’s religion.
I understand that racial humor is,
to some extent, acceptable in our so¬
ciety. And I do not consider myself
someone who is overly sensitive to
humor made at my expense. But I also
do not think that comments directed
at Muslims, or those who simply bear
a Muslim name, are on the same level
as some of the other ethnic and ra¬
cial stereotypes. To be sure, I certainly
do not find it offensive when people
joke about the high alcohol tolerance
of the Irish, or about Catholics being
“prude.” The blatantly prejudiced hu¬
mor directed toward Muslim Ameri¬
cans represents an unnecessary fear,
rejection and misunderstanding of Is¬
lam and its followers.
I do not think that people who
have made comments to me, or to
others of Muslim heritage, are overt¬
ly prejudiced or racist human beings,
nor do I think they purposely intend
to be hurtful or offensive. But the

fact that these people - people who
would consider themselves liberal
and accepting - feel comfortable
making comments stereotyping and
debasing the second most widely
practiced faith on Earth suggests a
declining acceptance of Muslims by
our society. Why does society sanc¬
tion these comments - that are in
truth racial slurs - when similar
statements made about other minor¬
ity groups, such as African-Ameri¬
cans, Jews and Hispanics, would be
scorned by the greater portion of ed¬
ucated society? (The only prejudice
I can perceive as similarly accepted
in our nation is that which the gay
and lesbian community faces, with
offensive phrases like “that’s so
gay” and “no homo” in popular use
in our society).
It is true that many of the ter¬
rorist attacks in recent years were at
the hand of Islamic fundamentalist
groups. With death tolls from wars
and terrorist attacks in the Middle East
and Southeast Asia rising each day, it
is perhaps unsurprising that Islam has
gotten a bad name. Yet despite the
obvious connections between funda¬
mentalism and terror, Americans must
not blame the actual Islamic faith as

the root of this violence. The fun¬
damentalist organizations wreaking
havoc on our world do not represent
the beliefs of all Muslims, nor even of
the majority of Muslims. In actuality,
Islam is a religion based on charity
and a dedication to God. Like all other
faiths, it has the potential to be tak¬
en to extremes, a tendency fueled by
economic and political tensions that
in many ways have been aggravated
by American policy. There are funda¬
mentalists in every religion, including
Christianity - look no further than the
May 2009 murder of Dr. George Tiller,
a doctor killed in his own church, os¬
tensibly for his practice of performing
late-term abortions. While the actions
of Islamic terrorists should certainly
be admonished and protected against,
the current sidelining, skepticism and
mockery of Muslims by our society re¬
veals a pernicious racism in our pur¬
portedly welcoming, diverse commu¬
nity. Though America must maintain a
hard line on Islamic fundamentalism,
efforts must be made by the govern¬
ment, the media, and perhaps most
importantly, by our national and local
community, to foster an environment
of acceptance and respect for Islam
and its followers.

Announcement of
Feb. 27th Snoop Dogg
concert
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Have we really
already learned
enough to be tested
on?

Midterms

Winter Recess

Is there any way
for him to be a
Commencement
speaker, too?

n

There is nothing
quite as relaxing as
spending the entire
week with your
parents when no
one else is home on
break.
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Annual off-campus Mustachio Bashio
party provides students with an
educational Saturday night experience
mitted enough on Saturday night to al¬
low us to turn his head into a mullet.
Isn’t dedication and assiduity some¬
thing that is supposed to be taught in
a college setting?
Right now in this cold, snowless
winter, we feel ourselves starting to dry
up. Nights of creativity freshen things
up. The Bashio teaches us to be inven¬
tive. Some of my favorite moments of
the night were spent standing in the
middle of the party and simply observ¬
ing. While many people showed up
costume-less or with a simple Sharpie
mustache, some people really invested
themselves in the theme of the night.
I’ll admit that my costume was
rather lame. Usually I love dressing in
costume, as it allows me to let my crazi¬
ness out. However, thesis and procras¬
tination drained my mind of initiative.
Being an English major and a devoted
logophile, I felt it was my duty to come
up with something clever that rhymes
with “mustachio” to dress as. While the
more perfectly rhyming words like “pis¬
tachio” and “Boccaccio” appealed to
me, they lacked the logic to actually be¬
come real costumes. As the event quick¬
ly approached, I hastily set on becom¬

LIZ MILLER
STAFF WRITER

Standing in an offcampus house jampacked with obscurely
hairy and face-painted
people on Saturday night, I remember
hearing the phrase, “What exactly are
my parents paying for?" This weekend’s
Mustachio Bashio was a perfect exam¬
ple of the wildly ridiculous parties Bates
College comes up with. Sure, spending
our time growing out our facial hair
and dressing like things that rhyme with
“mustache” may be a seemingly waste¬
ful activity, but I think it truly is an edu¬
cational experience.
Through the Bashio, we learn per¬
severance. I watched my male friends
grow, or attempt to grow, their facial
hair for the past few weeks and could
not help but laugh to myself. Those
with naturally luscious hair tried to
outgrow their fellow cavemen. Those
who were not blessed with capil¬
lary rivers suffered through weeks of
looking like patchy sketch-balls. One
friend of mine had not cut his hair in
upwards of seven years and was com¬

ing an Oreo, a word that doesn’t quite
rhyme well but was easy to adapt. See,
Mom and Dad, we are learning how to
rhyme!
While my silly costume of simple
black and white clothing and a white
milk moustache didn’t carry much of

“...spending our time
growing out our facial
hair and dressing like
things that rhyme with
‘mustache’ may be a
seemingly wasteful activi¬
ty, but I think it truly is an
educational experience.”

an attitude, many people brought a
lot to the table. The Bashio teaches
us to have personality. We learn the
many personas that facial hair can
take on. Many people took the rhym¬
ing route, coming dressed as “trashy

hoes” capped with coke staches, as
well as tennis pros and bros. Others
really embraced the mustache guise.
I saw many people take the sleezy
route, coming dressed in whitebeaters and slicked back hair. I saw
a Chinese farmer, complete with a
thin black handlebar mustache and
straw hat. I saw Captain Hook and
divas with glitter mustaches. I even
encountered someone dressed as
an actual mustache. With parents
around and no real definition on the
kind of costume to wear, things got
a little riotous.
The Bashio also teaches us the pow¬
er of an off-campus party. The school did
sponsor an event on campus, with live mu¬
sic. However, as heard from people in the
band and those select few who attended
the event, turnout was slim. I feel badly
that the talented, eager musicians who were
looking for a crowd were met with such a
meager audience. However, how can you
really compete with three off-campus par¬
ties, all with free beer? I think Bates always
did a poor job of advertising the event, for
many people didn’t even know the party at
280 College St. was going down. I heard last
year's on-campus event was quite bumping.

I would have loved to see that again. But,
alas, the power of the off-campus got in the
way. As seniors, we like to think we can
have exclusive off-campus parties, but they
are never exclusive. Everyone always finds
out about them. It became quite a well-at¬
tended scene. As fun as the party was, the
madness made me quite thankful my house
was not hosting the event.
If someone asked me to explain
what exactly Mustachio Bashio
is, or what the point of it is, I’m
not sure how I would answer. It’s
a night, with mustaches, or mus¬
tache-rhyming people, or themes
about mustaches. It’s definitely a
night to try to look your best while
sporting a trash-stache. I’m a huge
fan of facial hair, but no one actu¬
ally looks that hot with the kind
of mustaches that were floating
around Saturday night. I had a
hard time taking anyone seriously.
Especially the women. Although, if
I could say one thing about Mus¬
tachio Bashio it would be this: it’s
better to wake up with a mustache
smeared across your face than
with a mysterious moustached man
smeared across your bed.
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Number of people killed by sharks last year.

Anyone can write for the Forum section. If
you have a reaction or opinion you would
like printed, please e-mail it to
malam@bates.edu by 6 p.m. on Sundays.

791
Number of people killed by defective toasters last year.
8 million

Pounds of guacamole consumed nationally on Super Bowl Sunday.
6
Percent of people who call in sick to work the Monday after Super Bowl Sunday.
20

Cloud 9 Day Spa Et
Wellness Center

Percent by which antacid sales increase the Monday after the Super Bowl.

Services include:
Couples massages
-Pedicu
■Side by side Facials -Waxing
-Make-up Applications 110 % off with your Bates
Valentine’s Day packages also available

900

Cost in dollars of an order placed by Snoop Dogg at Big Louie’s Pizzeria in
Eureka, CA while on tour last summer. Watch out, Papa John’s.
10

The number of miles you would have to cross-country ski to burn the 1,570
calories in a Papa John’s Hawaiian BBQ chicken pizza with a 20 ounce Coke, it
would take you 1 hour and 49 minutes.

(207) 689-2166
www.cloud9ds.com

Located on the comer of Main St. & Frye St.
-Walking distance from Bates!

Sources: Greenpeace.org, About.com, TMZ.com, “Eat This, Not That”
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Prescription drug abuse

prevalent across campus social groups
GARDINER NARDINI
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

Editor's note: All names in the
following article have been changed at the
request of those interviewed for purposes
of anonymity.

The semester was coming to an
end, and “John,” a sophomore, was
faced with a seemingly insurmountable
task: finish three term papers and take
three final examinations, all by the
end of the week. From a desk in the
basement of Ladd Library, he glanced
up at a clock and pondered his next
move. John had just illegally purchased
100 10-milligram pills of Ritalin that he
intended to flip for a profit, a bottle of
which sat teasingly in his backpack.
“Before I took it, I really, really
looked down on it - I always thought
I was better than it, that I didn’t need
a brain steroid to do well in school,”
he recalled. “I was just overwhelmed.
I didn’t know how I'd be able to finish
my work, and I was just really tired of
working. It made everything so much
easier - the difference was actually
scary- it brought me to a point where I
found a greater enjoyment in the work
while I was on Ritalin.”
Ritalin
and
Adderall
are
prescription stimulants given to
treat Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD) by honing their
user’s concentration and energy to
allow for sustained attention to tasks.
In recent years, both have been
targeted by members of the national
news media as substances frequently
abused on college campuses across
the U.S. The Student sat down with
individuals who admitted to either
abusing or illegally distributing
ADHD drugs on campus to discuss
issues surrounding abuse of the
medications.
For class or for fun

“Not only is it a ‘get smart’ pill, but
it gives you little goodies. As you’re
working it makes you feel good about
it, you feel like you’re getting something
great out of your effort” said “Ryan,” a
sophomore varsity athlete who illegally
uses Adderall to tackle large chunks of
work. “I’ll study consistently each day

on my own, but when it comes time
to go and get things done, I pop some
Adderall and work for about eight
hours straight.”
Many students like Ryan and John are
not diagnosed with ADHD but purchase
cognitive enhancers from friends and
dealers to help them through particularly
intense academic times.
“Jake,” a junior, is one such student.
He was both amazed and frightened
by his ability to focus and churn
out good work under the effects of
Adderall, and emphasized his particular
care in avoiding long term use and
dependency.
“I was really afraid of it screwing
up my work habits - in terms of being
able to do work without it. I don’t
worry about it in a chemical sense,
but it makes work easier, so once
you’ve started, why wouldn’t you
take it? I’ve heard that if you use the
pills regularly, work becomes more
difficult without it.”
For John, the possibility of losing
touch with his intellectual character
isn’t worth maximum efficiency every
time he sits down to work.
“If I have an obscene amount of
stuff, and honestly wouldn’t be able
to get it all done, I use Ritalin. My
first time, I was amazed. I needed to
get work done. I took it, and I just
became so entranced - I’ve never
been so deeply invested in what I
was doing. It was almost euphoric
and I didn’t want to be interrupted”
he recalled. “When you’re on one of
these stimulants, you complete [work]
more efficiently - but efficiency isn’t
everything. Given the luxury of time, I
like complicating things and enjoying
the work more deeply.”
John also said that he tries to limit
his use of the pills to work that he isn’t
particularly inspired by, but just wants
to “get through.”
Trends in demand for the pills,
which some of the students interviewed
referred to as “smart drugs,” spike
during periods of high anxiety, such as
midterms or finals, indicating that they
are not widely used as a daily helper,
according to four of the dealers The
Student spoke with.
But ADHD drugs aren’t abused
solely for work, and a large segment
of their illegal market is based around
recreational use, said “Jim”, a senior who

Explore

deals out of his Adderall prescription.
“It’s not so much that it makes me
feel anything - there’s no high that I
associate with Adderall. It’s appealing in
the sense that it can prolong your night”
explaind “Cameron,” a sophomore
who won’t use the drug for academic
purposes but on the occasional night
out insufflates mashed up pills procured
from friends. “It makes me feel like the
fun potential for my night is higher.
In my mind, the addition of Adderall
enables me to have fun regardless of
what is going on.”
Jim described a similar sensation.
“You feel like you can party forever; you
don’t hit that one o’clock wall. Especially
after a long Friday, it’s nice to have a little
boost to start drinking,” he said. “You feel
more alert, more energetic.”
ADHD apparently intensifies certain
feelings like excitement and happiness,
and is often taken along with other drugs,
especially with alcohol and marijuana.
“Adderall is used most in
conjunction with alcohol,” stated Jim.
“Very rarely do you see someone
just take Adderall or Ritalin, it’s more
an addition to whatever else you’re
doing, whether it’s smoking weed,
or drinking, or whatever,” posed
Cameron. “It allows you to enjoy the
effects of everything much more,
without sacrificing any energy.”
John admittedly shied away from
recreational use in anticipation of
unknown long-term side effects.
“I’ve never done it for recreation, I
don’t want to snort anything. That’s
scarier to me.”
Supply and Demand

According to “Mike,” a senior with
an Adderall prescription, the market
for smart drugs on campus is facilitated
by students with prescriptions that
exceed their needs or preferences,
leaving left over pills for personal
use, or illegal distribution. Mike has
sold his extra pills to Bates students
since the beginning of the 2009-2010
academic year.
“I generally charge five dollars
per pill, although prices change if
more people want to buy” said John,
who is currently reselling the Ritalin
he bought in bulk from a prescribed
See ALLEGED PILL, page 6
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Professor sees gap between
human behavior and morals
GARDINER NARDINI
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

Developments in modem psychology
have given way to a profound and subtle
understanding of human behavior, said
Harvard University Richard Clarke Cabot
Professor of Social Ethics Mahzarin
Banaji last week to an overcrowded
Keck Classroom. Banaji, delivering a
talk entitled "Mind Bugs: The Science of
Ordinary Bias," explained that the past half
century of psychology research indicates
that the human mind governs behavior
automatically, regardless of conscious
intention or morality.
On an optimistic note, the substantial
and newfound knowledge of the human
mind equips current generations to combat
prejudice and injustice that result from these
unconscious decisions, Banaji explained.
“Look at the origins of Bates.. .founded
by abolitionists in 1855. This is what
happens when we’re able to put ourselves
in the shoes of someone else. At the time,
it wouldn’t have been clear that this was
the right thing to do,” she said. “People
did things because they believed in what
was right and wrong, they didn’t know
psychology. Now that we know more,
we’re prepared to make decisions in a
different way.”
When the mind encounters a problem,
it begins searching for a solution based
on the closest available information,
regardless of whether or not it is entirely
useful or relevant. The way our minds are
programmed to work via easy information
is problematic in social situations, when the
easy solution does not align with reality or
one’s consciously defined moral ideals.
“In thinking about ourselves and

and research projects

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

because of an open tour date, the artist
was hoping to decrease travel and was
therefore willing to bring down the cost.
A middle agent of the artist contacted
the College on Friday, Jan. 29th, with
the request, and the CHC had until
Monday afternoon to sign the contract,
Kahn said.
The CHC announced the concert
officially to the Bates community via
an Announce e-mail sent on Tues.,
Feb. 2nd. Hancock noted that although
rumors of Snoop Dogg's performance
began circulating Monday, the e-mail
was not released until Tuesday, at which
time the CHC had received formal
confirmation from the artist's middle
agent and had signed the contract.
The e-mail was sent nearly an
entire week before the CHC secured
co-sponsorship funding, which raised
concern during the Budget Committee's
deliberation of the proposal during
last Monday's BCSG meeting. The CHC
defended their decision to publicize
the event prior the procurement of this
funding.
The organization expects to earn
$42,550 in ticket revenue. The rest
of the cost will then be covered by
the CHC budget and co-sponsorship
“within reason,” Tannenbaum said.
The Budget Committee’s co¬
sponsorship fund exists primarily to aid
student organizations in financing large
events. The co-sponsorship fund is
atypically large this year, noted Jaeckel.
She explained that last spring, the
College administration did not allocate
funds to the Representative Assembly
(RA) fund, which is used by the Budget
Committee to allocate club funds, in
time for club budget allocations in
March. Because the Budget Committee
was thus forced to blindly allocate
funding, they did so conservatively,
cutting almost every club’s budget by
25 percent, she said.
Jaeckel said that the conservative
allocations left the RA with over
$100,000 this year. In typical years,
she said, the RA usually has less than

otsadmissions@duke.edu and contact your StudyAbroad Office

Duke University

Organization for
Tropical Studies

OTS is committed to providing opportunities for all students interested in studying with us.

$5,000 in co-sponsorships available.
Nonetheless, she noted that, “In my
time at Bates, I [have] never seen a co¬
sponsorship request in this size.”
Other student organizations that
have applied for large-scale funding
for concerts this year were denied co¬
sponsorship. “Late last semester, WRBC
requested funds to put on a big-budget
concert, but we were completely
denied,” said Doug Ray 10, former
WRBC Publicity Director and liaison to
CHC. “The circumstances of this denial
were questionable at best.”
Hancock and Kahn stated the
CHC denied WRBC’s request for co¬
sponsorship in part because “we
believed that the co-sponsorship fund
could be used for many clubs in order
to benefit a large number of students.”
Regarding their co-sponsorship request
for the Snoop Dogg performance in
light of this belief, the two said that
they believe their request differed from
that of WRBC’s request for a concert
in the Mays Center because the Snoop
Dogg concert will be accessible to the
entire student body. 1,900 tickets will
be made available, which is in excess
of the number of students on campus,
they noted.
The CHC also emphasized that
they made the co-sponsorship request
not only to finance the concert, but
to ensure that following the concert,
sufficient funds would remain in
their budget to present their typical
programming for the duration of the
year. They plan to return any unused
funds to the RA, Kahn said.
A reallocation of funds from the
Student Activities Office to the Chase
Hall Committee on the part of a
College staff member is not permitted
by BCSG by-laws, which Tannenbaum
acknowledged. Jaeckel likewise noted
that Tannenbaum does not have the
power to perform such a reallocation.
Tickets for the performance go on
sale on Wednesday, Feb. 10th, and cost
$22.50 for Bates students and $35 for
the general public. The performance
will be held on Saturday, Feb. 27th, at 9
p.m. in the Clifton Daggett Gray Athletic
Building.

JrfiMe ’Eastern Dance
@ Holly's Restuarant

Scholarship funding is available.

www.ots.duke.edu • 919-684-5774

others, we engage different neurological
real estate. You wouldn’t know it, but it’s
harder to think about [others] than about
[ourselves]” Banaji noted. “We begin to
think in divergent ways, in terms of a moral
inner circle and a moral outer circle.”
Although for much of history the
segregated and tribal state of human society
caused evolution to favor a mind biased
towards one’s own kind, such mental
instincts are no longer beneficial. In fact,
Banaji explained, they can cause detriment
to individuals, coiporations, and civil
society as a whole, and no one is immune
to their effects.
‘We’re no longer separated by
mountains, snarling at each other...as
Darwin said, the most adaptive survive,”
she said. “Today, this evolutionary function
doesn’t serve us. We used to be skeptical of
the 'other', and thus safe. Now, if we use the
same quality, it affects us negatively.”
Humans thus often jump to unfair and
often counterproductive conclusions in social
situations where “other” genders, ages, races,
ethnicities and sexualities, for example,
are involved. Because large and important
decisions, say, the amount of heart
medication a white doctor will prescribe to
a black patient, are made on these human
calculations, implicit biases must be fought
and corrected, Banaji said.
“Sometimes, data are not being
processed, and your mind is not acting in
a way that corresponds to your conscious
morals - but anyone, especially those
privileged with education, can match
their behavior with their intentions,” she
explained.
“We are boundedly rational, but with
strong capacity to learn, know, and change,”
she concluded.

Concert funding

Applications are reviewed on a rolling basis until courses are full.
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Live music from the band Okbari
Belly Dancing performances
all evening
Friday February 12
www. bellyda ncingmine.com

6:30pm-9:30pm
show student ID $et 10% off
V
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Wednesday, February 10
Les Otten Presentation
9 a.m.
Edmund S. Muskie Archives

Anthropology Candidate
Presentation: Brian Karl
4:10 p.m.
Pettengill G21

Bates Christian Fellowship
Meeting
8:00 p.m
Chase Hall Hirasawa Lounge

Republican gubernatorial candidate Les Otten discusses

Chase The Fiddlers
7 p.m.
Chase Hall Game Room

his Blaine House campaign.

Amandla! Club
Meeting
7:30 p.m.
Multicultural Center Lounge

{pause} for peace and quiet
Featuring the Deansmen
9 p.m.
College Chapel

Juggling Club Meeting
7 p.m.
Chase Hall Skelton Lounge

Investment Club Meeting
7:30 p.m.
Pettengill G54

Wind Down Wednesday
9 p.m.
Chase Hall Game Room

Thursday, Id).
Mindfulness Meditation
12:10 p.m.
College Chapel

Language Arts Live!
Elizabeth Bradfield Poetry Reading
7:30 p.m.
Chase Hall Skelton Lounge

Catholic Student Community
Meeting
7 p.m.
New Commons 222

Elizabeth Bradfield is the author of two books of poetry, has
recieved numerous awards and fellowships, and is the founder
of Broadsided Press

Friday Feb. 12

Bates Democrats Meeting
8 p.m.
New Commons 221

Village Club Series
Lindsay Mac
9 p.m.
Benjamin Mays Center

Men’s Basketball vs. Gordon 1
7 p.m.
Alumni Gymnasium

Envirolunch
12 p.m.
New Commons 221

Saturday Feb. 13

Alleged wonder pill keeps students going
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

student.
“The
pricing
basically
corresponds to how stressed everyone
is, but sometimes I’ll just give them
away to my friends.”
“Sales were pretty steady at around
one customer a week throughout last
semester, but they picked up pretty
noticeably between Thanksgiving and
Christmas - 1 would be in class, and
my phone would be vibrating the
whole time with prospective buyers,”
commented Mike.
Mike identified the depressive
feelings that occur at the letdown
of a particularly high dosage or
long term period of use, informally
called “demons,” as a reason he
doesn’t take all his pills and perhaps
why others like him have surpluses
at the end of the month. “I only like
using them a few times a month, to
finish a paper or study for a big
test,” he said. “People who take it
regularly know about the demons,
but people I sold [Adderall] to who
didn’t have prescriptions weren’t
worried about the side effects from
one or two usages.”
“You’d be surprised - all kinds of
students, even the more academically
inclined are interested. I had ten

regular costumers last semester, and
a few more who bought it once or
twice,” explained Mike. “There are
people who buy frequently, there
are people who buy in bulk, for
example, a hundred dollar’s worth,
and there are people who buy once
and never again.”
Jim agreed that the illegal
acquisition of ADHD medication
cuts longitudinally across social
groups. “The bottom line is that
every day, several kids ask for it.
And it’s very overarching - kids from
different cliques, every different
demographic, girls, boys, all want
to use it” he said. “Tor everyone, it’s
three bucks a pill.”
Certain students have even evolved
preferences for different medications.
“The prescriptions are given in month¬
long segments,” explained Mike. “Right
now, I’m on a Ritalin prescription. Last
semester I was prescribed Vyvanse
and Adderall - my doctors wanted me
to try different medications and find
which worked best. I’m able to offer an
array of options, and people do have
preferences.”
Consequences, Ethics
Some students, like John, find

the use of pills for leisure unsafe
or unpleasant, while others, like
Cameron, are weary of becoming
dependent on the academic boost
they provide. However, only rarely
did those contacted by The Student
bring up the ethics of stimulant abuse
on their own initiative.
When prompted, some voiced
with conviction that school should
not be viewed as a game in which
participants vie for a winning G.P.A.,
and thus that abusing Adderall and
Ritalin does not constitute academic
dishonesty.
“Consider using steroids in baseball.
You’re playing a game, so by using
banned physical enhancers, you're
effectively cheating. But schoolwork
isn’t a game. It’s something you’re doing
to get a job, to grow,” contested Mike.
“And further, you’re not guaranteed to
do better in school, you still need to
work - you could end up glued to Tetris
for three hours instead of finishing
your paper. It’s no different than taking
vitamins for your brain, drinking coffee,
energy drinks.”
Others posed that while drugs such
as Adderall and Ritalin may provide a
necessary advantage to those diagnosed
with ADHD, their illegal sale and abuse
yields an unfair advantage to those who

aren’t in need.
“It’s
definitely an
unequally
distributed enhancement that gives
people extra chances and abilities to do
their work that not everyone has” said
“Caroline,” a senior. “Ultimately, though,
I think it negatively impacts abusers.
Everyone in college naturally has
trouble sitting down to do work. But if
you can figure out how to do it in the
long run, you have a real advantage.”
Caroline targeted over-prescription
of the drugs by psychiatrists as a root
cause for the abuse.
“I think that doctors give it out
too freely, which in ways is a product
of everyone thinking they need the
drugs for performance, and so parents
push doctors to prescribe it. And even
though some people might feel that
it's prescribed unfairly, others see it
as fair game - it all fuels the desire to
get ahead,” asserted Caroline. “People
begin to ignore its medical benefits, so
we forget about people who actually
need Adderall for help with real
learning issues that they may have.”
“Adderall and Ritalin are both
Schedule II controlled substances,
you can’t compare them to coffee
and energy drinks that are sold over
the counter to anyone with enough
money,” she added.

Uncomfortable
sensations
felt
while under the influence of Adderall
and Ritalin were reported to include
low self-esteem, anxiety, persistent
headaches, dry mouth and erectile
dysfunction. Towards the end of a
“high,” many correspondents said
they felt either deeply depressed or a
deflated sense of self worth.
School
policy
dictates
the
disciplinary actions which take place in
the event that students are caught with
un-prescribed pills.
“Possession, distribution, or the
use of illegal drugs and narcotics...
renders a student liable to disciplin¬
ary action, including confiscation of
materials, disciplinary action up to
and including dismissal, and/or the
referral to local police authorities,”
reads the policy stated in the Bates
Student Handbook.
The Dean of Students Office is
equally clear on the protocol for ad¬
judication of these issues, ensured
Dean of Students Tedd Goundie.
“Using or possessing a prescription
drug without a valid prescription is
considered [illegal], so a student us¬
ing Adderall without a prescription
would be referred to the student
conduct committee.”
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Talking about Vaginas: “Monolgues” in its 10th year
only,” a leather jacket, pearls, sweatpants
and an electric shock device.
One of the funniest monologues,
“The Flood,” was written in honor
of elderly women who had long ago
stopped thinking about - let alone see¬
ing and touching - their vaginas. Glyn¬
nis Nadel TO gave a comedic perfor¬
mance as the elderly woman who was
so afraid of the “flood” that came pour¬
ing out of her vagina after a cute boy
named Andy kissed her in his car years
ago that she preferred to stay away,
literally and discursively, from “down
there” ever since. Caylin Carbonell 12
played Nadel’s elderly friend, comically
reinforcing their shared belief that the
vagina is like a cellar that should be
locked up with a sign, “closed due to
flooding,” to keep everyone away.
cmoum mxMANH/rm bates student
.Gina Petracca TO raised the intensity
From left to right, in the top row are Michelle Schloss 12, Corinna Parisi 13 and
of the show with a stellar and impassioned
Olivia Norrmen-Smith 13. Caylin Carbonell 12, Kelly Cox ’ll and Florence Lung 13
performance of “The Vagina Workshop”
are seated in the front row for the opening scene.
monologue. Fully embracing the char¬
having donned a red silk robe over her
acter, Petracca portrayed a woman who
SIMONE RATHE
jeans, the actress performed a monoregarded her vagina as nothing more
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR
lgue recounting how her ex-husband
than an “anatomical black hole” until
made her shave her vagina, even when
she attended the vagina workshop. She
While sports fans and commercially
learns to appreciate the beauty of her
curious spectators crowded in front of he was cheating on her. Their marriage
counselor asked why she did not want vagina, noting that its layers “are bet¬
televisions around campus to watch this
to please her husband and recommend¬
ter than the Grand Canyon,” while its
year’s Super Bowl, other students filled
ed that the husband shave her vagina
innocence is comparable to that of an
the seats in Gannett Theater to hear
as a form of couple’s therapy. Her hus¬
English garden. Heeding the workshop
about vaginas last Sunday, Feb. 7th.
band never stopped cheating on her,
director’s advice that “you don’t have to
Sunday’s performance concluded the
but she stopped shaving her vagina.
find your clitoris; you have to be your
weekend’s run of the 10th annual pro¬
Hair is there for a reason, the mono¬
clitoris,” she revels in the satisfaction of
duction of “The Vagina Monologues,”
logue concluded. “It’s the leaf around
a self-induced orgasm.
written by Eve Ensler and presented by
the flower.”
In another interlude between
the Robinson Players.
Next, the women took turns shout¬
monologues, Georgia Doucette T2 de¬
Under the direction of Michelle
ing out what their vaginas would say and
livered “A Vagina Happy Fact:” made
Schloss T2 and with a well-rounded
up of 8,000 nerve fibers, double the
cast, this year’s show was a strong suc¬ what they would wear. Suggestions in¬
cluded silk stockings, emeralds, “Armani
number in the penis, the clitoris is the
cess. Unlike previous productions held
most sensitive part of
in Schaeffer Theater, this year’s
the human body.
production was more intimate be¬
In “Because He
cause of the smaller performance
Liked to Look at It,”
space and fewer seats.
Kelly Cox ’ll played
After a brief introduction
a woman who had
by Schloss, Corinna Parisi T3
taken to imagining
and Marketa Ort T3, the en¬
furniture, a red leather
tirely female cast, all of whom
couch for example,
were dressed in jeans and
in between her legs
black tops, walked onto the
rather than her vagina.
stage calling out different nick
That all changed when
names for the vagina.
she met Bob, an ordi¬
In the production’s first
nary man who liked to
monologue, entitled “Hair,” the
look at vaginas. Cox’s
full cast remained on stage, but
delivery was cool and
the spotlight focused the audi¬
calm, yet lively and
ence’s attention on Florence Lung
CAROLINE SOLLMANN/THE BATES STUDENT
captivating.
T3, standing on stage left. After Glynnis Nadel TO and Caylinn Carbonell 12 perform "The Flood."

jSl

Recounting how she confusedly
of the word and shouting related words
responded, “I’m right here,” when Bob
that both began with the same letters
said he wanted to see her, Cox drew
and that captured the qualities that she
associated with her vagina.
big laughs from the audience.
“The Woman Who Loved to Make
After Lung delivered “A Not-SoHappy Fact” about high incidences of Vaginas Happy” is perhaps the most fa¬
female genital mutilation and cutting
mous monologue because of its iconic
around the world, Lindsay Thomson
moaning.
Playing a high-powered
TO delivered one of the evening’s most
tax lawyer turned female sex worker,
Kate Fitzgerald TO gave a strong per¬
memorable performances in the “My
Angry Vagina” monologue.
formance, demonstrating the various
After sitting on the edge of the
moans that she encountered when
stage to slip on red high-tops, Thomson
making women happy. A moan, she
sprung up and
launched into
a
diatribe
against tam¬
pons, crude
gynecological
exams and the
cultural ten¬
dency to want
to “clean up”
the vagina and
keep women
from experi¬
encing plea¬
sure.
Anger
was palpable
as Thomson
CAROLINE SOLLMANN/THE BATES STUDENT
zeroed in on Georgia Doucette 12 delivers a "Vagina Happy Fact."
one or two au¬
dience, members as targets for her finger
explained, is indicative of not get¬
pointing, one of the luxuries afforded by
ting want you want right away. Her
this year’s more intimate venue. “Vagi¬
impressions of the Jewish moan,
the Irish-Catholic moan, the elegant
nas,” her monologue concluded, "need
comfort." Her vagina would wear Harry
moan, the college moan and even
Winston diamonds without clothes, and
the having-sex-in-your-parents’-house
if it could talk, it would talk about itself.
moan were occasionally interspersed
In “My Vagina Was My Village,” Ort with cheers and thudding from Super
and Parisi represented women in Bos¬
Bowl fans watching the game in Pet¬
nia, Kosovo and the United States who
tigrew above the theater.
had been raped. In the United States
Schloss explained that childbirth
alone, over 200,000 women are raped was not included in the original series
every year. Wearing oversized black
of monologues, so Ensler turned to per¬
button-down shirts, Ort and Parisi sat
sonal experience to fill this gap. “I Was
on either side of the stage. One of There in the Room,” performed well by
them recounted having six men rape
Kate Fetrow T3, is an account of Enher and stick both guns and a broom
sler’s experience when she witnessed
handle into her vagina.
the birth of her grandchild, and all the
Olivia Norrmen-Smith T3 exquisitely
incredible powers of the vagina.
and poignantly performed the mono¬
As in previous years, proceeds from
logue of a woman in a shelter who re¬
the production will be donated to The
called distinct memories from her child¬
Abused Women’s Advocacy Project,
hood, which included being raped by which raises awareness and helps vic¬
one her father’s friends and exploring her tims of domestic violence in Andro¬
lesbian identity as a pre-teen.
scoggin, Oxford and Franklin Counties.
Doucette presented an animated
performance of “Reclaiming Cunt,”
Editor's note: Kelly Cox is an Assistant
enunciating the attributes of each letter Arts & Living Editor at The Student.

Winter Jazz Fest unites student and professional musicians
SIMONE RATHE
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

On a still and frosty evening last Friday, Feb. 5th, jazz
enlivened the atmosphere in the Olin Concert Hall, inspiring
head-bobbing and toe-tapping among faculty, members of

URIEL GONZALEZ/THE BATES STUDENT

the Lewiston-Auburn community and a strong showing of
students in the audience. The 2010 Winter Jazz Fest opened
with the College’s student jazz band, C-Funk, and continued
with the Tom Snow quartet.
C-Funk musicians included Ed Arsnow TO on vocals,
Adam Dolin T2 on the trumpet, Billy Kenny TO on the guitar,
Alex Koster ’ll on the guitar, Alberto Means TO on the key¬
board, Jack Schneider T2 on tenor sax, Nicholas Salcido TO
on bass and guest drummer Phil McGowan. They performed
several engaging instrumental pieces and concluded with a
strong rendition of Stevie Wonder’s “Superstitious” with vocal
accompaniment by Arsnow.
Pianist Tom Snow, a lecturer in the music department
since 2003 and director of the College’s Jazz Band, was joined
by tenor saxophonist Matt Langley, bassist Rick McLaugh¬
lin and McGowan on the drums to form the quartet. They
played Miles Davis’ “All Blues” and “I Remember You,” as
well as powerful performances of Gene de Paul’s “You Don’t
Know What Love Is” and Bronislau Kaper’s “Invitation.”
Snow, who graduated from Berklee College of Music and
the New England Conservatory, has released three albums:
“Northern Standard Time,” 1997; “Christmas at Mast Cove,”
2001; and “Some Other Time,” 2007.

URIEL GONZALEZ/THE BATES STUDENT

Students in the jazz band C-Funk opened for the Tom Snow quartet in this year's
Winter Jazz Fest.

Matt Langley of the Tom Snow quartet played the tenor sax.

Digital artist gives analog reading
CHARLES THAXTON
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

While most poetry readings in the
Language Arts Live series begin staidly
with the shuffling of pages, a reading by
poet and digital artist Brian Kim Stefans
was preceded by the loading of Web
pages and the downloading of Mpegs.
Many tabs were open in the browser.
Short, loud, accidental blasts of sound
punctuated the Chase Hall Lounge be¬
fore the poet gave a reading on Thurs¬
day evening, Feb. 4th.
Professors Jonathan Skinner of the
Environmental Studies Department and
Eden Osucha of the English Department
introduced Stefans to a small, attentive
audience of students and faculty.
Skinner emphasized the poet’s en¬
thusiasm for a variety of mediums. In
their introductions, the professors also
highlighted Stefans’ skill for a kind of
“cultural karaoke.” Stefans writes tra¬
ditional poetry, but also creates digi¬
tal and interactive art for his Web site,

arras.net, and for galleries. Osucha
claimed Stefans’ poetry “liberates lan¬
guage.” Stefans teaches creative writing
at UCLA and much of his work explores
the transition from the written to the
electonic world.
Stefans was pleasant and casual in
his presentation and performance. First,
he read some of his written poetry, in¬
cluding his strongest poem of the eve¬
ning, “We Make.” The lines in this list
poem ranged from the ironic and weird¬
ly humorous, (“We make babies out of
food”) to the profound and consequen¬
tial (“We make ‘Jokes’ as byproducts of
undiagnosed misanthropy”). This range
of attitudes and the array of tones be¬
tween the lines reinforced Stefans’ con¬
cern for a digital and globalized culture,
one that is essentially and continuously
various and confused.
Stefans read a few more written
poems, and concluded with a few of
his “Terrible Poetry Jokes,” all involv¬
ing the “man-walks-into-a-bar” trope,
but with famous poets inserted. He also

V

read “Four Poems ending in Profanity”
which were exactly that.
Stefans then presented some of
his multi media works, including short
films starring a psychotic and ominous
fish. He showcased some of his digital
poems, which used Flash, and even a
“literary video game.”
Stefans said he thought comput¬
ers and the vastness of the Internet
allow creative individuals a lot more
room to experiment with different
forms. He thought that, because
computers have no sense of ethics
or morals, it's up to users to decide
what their best use is. Experimenting
with different forms of media allows
him to express a “visual sensibility
which is not necessarily attached to
reality,” he explained.
Ultimately, a line from his poem,
“We Make,” expresses Stefans’ work
far better than anything else: “We
make crossword puzzles out of his¬
tory’s ungoverned proliferation,
when it falls into language.”

JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT

Digital artisit and poet Brian Kim Stefans shared his work with students and profes¬
sors in Chase Hall Louge as part of the Language Arts Live Series.
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A little prince with a big message
MARION FLEURANCE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Midterms, papers and presenta¬
tions may constitute our daily rou¬
tines these days, but if you still feel
like you need a break from studying
before the real break comes, I want
to recommend a solution. It will take
no more than two hours (I checked)
and it is far more enjoyable than
watching a Hollywood blockbuster
for the umpteenth time. Even better,
it's free. That solution is “The Little
Prince,” and you can easily find it
at the Ladd library with both French
and English versions available.
It has long been categorized as
children’s literature, but it is much
more than that; it is pure poetry.
Who would not be moved by these
sober and innocent words: “If you
please—draw me a sheep...?”
“The Little Prince” was written
by Antoine de Saint-Exupery, the
French pilot, poet and writer, who
was born in 1900 and died acciden¬
tally while executing a mission for
the Allied forces during World War
II. The book was first published in
New York City in 1943, and then re¬
leased in France after the end of the

war in 1945.
Saint-Exupery had already had
several works published, most of
which were partly autobiographi¬
cal novels about his passion for
aviation.
“The Little Prince” immerses the
reader in that world; the narrator
is a pilot whose plane crashed in
the Sahara Desert six years before
he tells his story. There, he meets
a young boy with golden hair; the
little prince of a tiny planet who is
in search of friends in distant lands.
While trying to fix the engine of his
damaged plane, the narrator listens
to the young and seemingly inno¬
cent boy recount his numerous ad¬
ventures across the universe. The
reader soon realizes that the boy is
not as innocent as his age coveys,
since he sometimes sounds wiser
than the adult does.
The little prince explains how he
left his star, his three volcanoes (two
active ones and an extinct one), his
baobab shoots that he had to dig up
everyday to prevent them from in¬
vading the small planet, and his ex¬
cessively vain rose who pretended
“she was the only one of her kind in
all the universe.”

In the course of his journey, the
young boy had the opportunity to
discover the world of the “grown¬
ups” and their curious tendency to
be “serious” about everything. When
jumping from planet to planet, he
becomes acquainted with a series
of men, allegories of humans’ worst
vices. On the six stars he visits be¬
fore planet Earth, the little prince
observes these men, living by them¬
selves, all occupied in “matters of
consequence.”
The first man is an absolute
monarch without subjects to order.
Next, he meets a conceited man who
is the only person who admires him¬
self. A tippler on the third planet
depresses the child who soon moves
on to converse with a greedy busi¬
nessman who owns stars to get rich.
The little prince feels sympathy
for a lamplighter faithful to his duty,
but he has to leave this plant be¬
cause it is too tiny. The last man he
meets, a geographer, finally ends the
little prince’s belief in his immortal
rose. Such men and behaviors make
the golden-haired boy realize that
“grown-ups are certainly odd.”
Among the people that he meets,
the young boy cannot find a single

friend (who would have?), and so he
decides to continue his journey and
visit Earth, where he finally finds
what he is looking for. He meets a
fox who teaches him what friend¬
ship really is and what it means to
be “tamed.” And there, before decid¬
ing to return to his own planet, he
meets the narrator.
Using simple words, partly be¬
cause he wanted to reach a young
audience, Saint-Exupery manages to
remind us what it means to have a
child’s soul again. Born and raised
in France, I was familiar with SaintExupery, the little prince, the fox and
the rose from an early age. I heard
“draw me a sheep” thousands of
times, which was even turned into a
pop song, and I saw almost all of the
author’s watercolors from the book.
However, I have to admit that I read
“The Little Prince” for the first time only
a few months ago. Although people,
French and non-French alike, have
chided me for not having read it earlier,
I am glad to have discovered this great
classic at my age when I can appreciate
the full meaning of its message.
“The Little Prince” is a great
classic that has become a tremen¬
dous success across the world and

has been translated into 180 lan
gauages and dialects over the past
65 years.
To me, the success of “The Little
Prince” lies in its universality. We are
on this planet to live together, to so¬
cialize and to connect with one an¬
other. This tale not only describes
the story of a friendship between
two characters, it shows how de¬
pressing life can be when one has
only trivial or self-centered con¬
cerns about money or power. This
story tells us why we need others
and why we need to be “tamed.”
Saint-Exupery's book will remain
a success because we all know what
it feels like to have a friend. We can
all identify with the young boy. We
all have a smile on our faces, when
the fox says: “It is only with the
heart that one can see rightly; what
is essential is invisible to the eye,”
or “It is the time you have wasted
for your rose that makes your rose
so important,” because we all have
such roses in our lives.
In these days of hard work before
break, what could be better than go¬
ing back to your childhood for two
hours? We all need some innocence,
some peace and some humanity.

Student performers steal the stage at VCS
SIMONE RATHE

While the names may have been
less impressive, the talent was not.
Ethan Waldman ’ll, Rich McNeil TO
After hosting a series of nationallyand George MacDonald TO entertained
recognized performers in the Benjamin
a large audience.
Mays Center for the past several Thurs¬
Waldman took the stage first, warm¬
days, the Village Club Series turned its at¬
ing up with a cover. He then delved
tention closer to home, showcasing three
into his original pieces. The California
student singer-guitarists last Thursday junior and track and field athlete has
evening, Feb. 4th.
been composing his
own songs and writ¬
ing lyrics for eight
years. Although he
acknowledged
his
nervousness, his per¬
formance did not suf¬
fer for it.
Waldman came
off as professional
and relaxed under
the spotlight. Sing¬
ing through cleverly
written and earnest
lyrics, his sincere
performance
dem¬
onstrated a range of
vocal and instru¬
BRIGID DUNN/THE BATES STUDENT
George MacDonald 10 performed instrumentals and vocals.
mental
abilities.
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Ecopoetics exhibit
earns spot in Ladd
JONATHAN APREA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

For many, the library’s main floor is
associated with paper writing, printing,
researching and other sorts of highstrung, work-related commotion. But
a recent exhibit on ecopoetics in the
lobby has given students a reason to
pause for at least a few seconds to con¬
template some interesting topics.
Lily Joslin ’ll and Adam Agins ’ll
took up the task of curating these dis¬
plays last semester as a final project for
their “Contemporary Ecopoetics” class
taught by Professor of Environmental
Studies Jonathan Skinner. A combina¬
tion of images and texts, the exhibit
confronts the task of defining ecopoet¬
ics, a term that has never had a clear
definition. Both students worked inde¬
pendently in sculpting their own defini¬
tions of the term.
To select the proper texts for the
displays, Joslin and Agins worked with
librarians and archivists at the Muskie
Archives, as well as with Skinner. They
selected books from the Fine Press and
Stanton collections within the Archives,
as well as from the Special Collections
Library.
The project was designed partially
with the intent of making these very
significant resources more available to
the Bates community. “Someone put
a lot of care into making sure we had
these collections,” said Joslin. “They’ve
got a lot of very interesting and sub¬
stantial things not found in normal li¬
braries,” including limited edition and
small publication poetry books, many
hand bound, which constitute the bulk
of the exhibit.
Joslin's display, entitled “Ecopoetics:
Making and Experiencing ‘Home’ In
Poetry” examines the meaning of ecopoetry, through its literal Greek roots,
oikos and poesis, which translates to
“a house making.” Each level of the

display works from a different theme,
ranging from the relationships and dis¬
connects between people and places to
the process of turning a physical space
into an inhabitable one.
The choice of texts and images sup¬
ports the sentiment that, as Joslin put
it, “a house can’t be a home if there
isn’t an element of human-to-human
interaction within the space.” Asked
whether Ladd itself could be consid¬
ered a domestic space, Joslin seemed a
bit critical. Though the maroon chairs
are comfortable, and a great deal of in¬
teraction takes place there, Ladd’s pur¬
pose as a space is too constructively,
rather than domestically, oriented, she
said. Nevertheless, Joslin’s display adds
a domestic flavor to an otherwise workoriented atmosphere.
Agins approached his exhibit from
a different direction. Entitled “Death
and Birds,” his display starkly contrasts
poems concerning death with illustra¬
tions of birds in an attempt to come to
terms with the human understanding of
death. He drew from bird-related death
and rebirth myths, particularly those of
the Bosavi Kaluli of Papua New Guinea,
for whom birds represent the dead.
Of death and the environment,
Agins wrote in his statement, “When
humans die, there is a funeral and a
burial...In nature, as far as we know,
there is no celebration of death and no
religion. In both cases, death is a part
of life. When a human or bird dies, it
becomes one with the environment,
decomposes, turning back to organic
matter.”
The ecopoetics exhibit contributes
to the strong presence that poetry has
been gaining on campus. With the Lan¬
guage Arts Live Series, which brings po¬
ets as well as prose writers to campus,
monthly poetry readings hosted by The
Verse House and Seed Magazine, more
and more ways to get your poetry fix
on campus abound.

Waldman also sings for the co-ed a capella group, the Crosstones.
Waldman handed off to his room¬
mate and track and field teammate, Mc¬
Neil. McNeil’s rich voice exuded confi¬
dence, certainly well-earned. A music
major from Massachusetts, he sings in
the College Choir and performs with
the Steel Pan Orchestra. His melliflu¬
ous singing and adept guitar-playing
shaped a poignant rendition of the “I’m
Yours” and “Somewhere Over the Rain¬
bow” medley adapted from Straight No
Chaser, an a capella group started at In¬
diana University.
McNeil called up MacDonald for a
few duets before turning the stage over
entirely to him. MacDonald's skilled
guitar-playing matched McNeil’s strong
voice. Roommates for two years, the
two seniors have had practice playing
together. McNeil recalled falling asleep
to MacDonald strumming the guitar on
the bunk above him. They joked that
they taught themselves guitar because
they thought it would help them pick
up girls.
After MacDonald played one piece,

it was clear that the
guitar is not just a
side interest that he
has dabbled in. A
music major from
New York State,
MacDonald
has
studied guitar for 10
years, with the vio¬
lin and the bass also
in his repertoire.
He sings in the Col¬
lege Choir and has
composed music for
three Bates theater
productions.
Im¬
pressing the audi¬
BRIGID DUNN/THE BATES STUDENT
ence with several
instrumental pieces, Rich McNeil 10 and George MacDonald 10 perform a duet
his dexterity on the in the Benjamin Mays Center.
guitar shone.
He
guitar and McNeil and Waldman on vocals.
sang several comical,
Although
securing
big-profile
original compositions about breakups
and being an awkward 13-year-old trying names like Snoop Dog is exciting, the
College arts scene should not hesitate
to get girls.
to showcase more student artists. If last
The musical trio concluded the evening
Thursday’s performance is any indica¬
with Britney Spears’ “Hit Me Baby One
tion, musical talent may be lurking in
More Time,” with MacDonald leading on
more dorm rooms than we realize.

Gag me - it's
Valentine's Day
i

Forget the flowers; consider
consenual violence
CHAD FRISBIE & RACHEL KURZIUS
SEX COLUMNISTS

Valentine’s Day demands that we
express our varying degrees of lust
within a scope of lacey hearts, toothrotting candies and fat babies weilding weaponry. For some reason,
these symbols appeal to an agreedupon fantasy of romance, complete
with the requisite candle-lit dinner
at Fuel. Our everyday stimuli, from
television commercials to pharmacy
holiday aisles, generate a politics of
visibility that prescribes conventional
rituals for such an important day, cre¬
ating a one-dimensional standard to
express love.
Under the duress of Valentine’s
Day conventions, our longing for the
annual sting of Cupid’s arrow tempts
us to strive for this standard’s flatness.
We try to fit our complex feelings into
a pre-ordained symbol, like the gift of
a rose, and hope that the other per¬
son can excavate our intent from the
rubble of petals and stem.
Don’t get us wrong. We believe
that celebrating the holiday in a tra¬
ditional fashion is a legitimate choice,
as long as you have the opportunity
to make that choice. You can enjoy
your Fuel fondue without fearing that
we will look down on you. Instead,
we want to ruminate on exactly which
desires one can acceptably act upon
while still upholding the banner of

romance. This isn’t an attempt to poopoo the conventional notions of ro¬
mance; we can expand the definition
by including more crap that titillates,
but is excluded by our limited ap¬
proach.
Valentine’s Day has turned into
the fetishization of the “nice” lover.
There is no problem with this model
of love, as long as we recongize that
other, equally valid ones exist. For
example, spank her (if given consent).
Gag him. Tie her up and bite her.
Whip the wails out of him. Why isn’t
it just as legitimate to give that special
someone the thorny part of the rose
and throw the rest in the compost?
Why is it that sexual expression
that includes violence operates out¬
side the scheme of romance? We of¬
ten conceive of sado-masochism as
disrespectful and denigrating. People
commonly dismiss a desire for sexual
submission and pain as a symptom of
parental problems during childhood,
and the want to inflict pain is often
correlated with serial killers and sickos. We understand the serious rammifications of opening ourselves to the
idea of violent expressions of love;
without consent, such actions are cru¬
el, illegal and not condoned by the
authors of this column.
But enough people exist- who
long for willing and safe participation
in such acts; they don’t necessarily
rely on coercion to get someone in a
submissive position. Lots of people
use their agency to relinquish their

agency, if
only for an
hour,
for
the sake of
pleasure.
And they’re not all women. Even
though
pornography dispropor¬
tionately depicts females in chains,
many men feel inclined towards
submission in the bedroom, just as
lots of women yearn to dominate
their partners.
Wikipedia wisely tells us that
submissive bondage fantasies (i.e.
for the dominatrix or for the airport
security guard who gets particularly
invasive in your pat-down session)
are the second-most popular for
men, topped only by the unspecific
dream to have sex with a beautiful
partner. However, recalling the ex¬
perience to someone else the fol¬
lowing morning will hardly elicit the
same approval as that bouquet of
flowers and homemade jellies.
If Valentine’s Day is truly a holi¬
day dedicated to the celebration of
love, in all of its manifestations, we
should accommodate different vi¬
sions of this occasion. Some people
want a card. Others prefer to have
their wrists tied firmly to the bed¬
post with ribbons or chains. What¬
ever your wish, we’re here for you.
Yours painfully,
Rachel and Chad
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Putting the F.A.B. in fabulous:
5th annual dance show unites
local and student dancers
ORION McBEAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Celebrating the dance culture of
Lewiston, the fifth annual winter dance
show, F.A.B., presented many different
styles of dance. From classical ballet to
jazz, group dances to solos, each per¬
formance was graceful and exciting.
Each performance illustrated the es¬
sence of expressing yourself through
body movement and rhythm.
The dancers’ commitment to their
pieces was intriguing: they created
live art on the stage. Associate Profes¬
sor of Dance Carol Dilley presented a
piece called “Arriving to Depart to Ar¬
rive” with the College’s Modern Dance
Company. With distinctive arm and
leg movements that filled the stage,
the dancers demonstrated the artistic
strength of the body, generating excite¬
ment and engaging the audience.
The dance, “Signals,” a unique solo
piece, employed sharp body move¬
ments and facial expressions. With just
a chair placed at center stage, Jessamyn
Schmidt used her body to express the
physical and emotional effects of war,
making distinct sounds with her feet
and dynamic movements with her arms.
In sync with the music, she created vi¬
suals that matched the sound effects,
such as gun shots. Choreographer, and
Assistant to the Director of the Bates
Dance Festival, Nancy Salmon exhibit¬

ed the emotional hardships of the Viet¬
nam War throughout the dance.
Shlesma Chhetri T2 performed a
traditional Kumari dance, bringing cul¬
ture to the stage. Embracing the tradi¬
tions of Nepal, she danced elegantly,
using her hands and fingers, accentu¬
ated by jewelry on her ankles and wrist.
Fully dressed in red Nepalese garments
and ornaments, she brought to life the
Kumari goddess of Nepal who is devot¬
edly worshipped during the famous Indra Jatra festival in Kathmandu.
The College Step Team performed
“Dreams” for the show’s finale. Paying
their respects to Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., the dancers presented a wonderful
piece that shed light on the power of
his words, “I have a dream.” The Step
Team combined a spiritual singing of
“We Shall Overcome” with step danc¬
ing to create powerful sounds with
their hands and feet. Making a dream
within a dream, they shared their fu¬
ture inspirations, while encouraging
the audience to do the same with
the concluding question: “So what is
your dream?”
Overall, the F.A.B Dance Showcase
was a great performance that highlight¬
ed various genres of dance that people
may not realize exists in Lewiston. F.A.B
celebrated the beautiful elements of
dance and presented them for the local
audience to enjoy.

Portland’s First Friday:
a free for all
ANNIE CONNELL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Space Gallery, a nonprofit contem¬
porary art space on Congress Street in
Portland, is currently hosting its second
so-called “Free for All.” The exhibit is
an eclectic showing of hundreds of art¬
works submitted by artists from all over
the country, albeit most of the art is
from local artists.
The premise of the exhibit is that
anyone, literally anyone, can be an
artist. The event had no submission
fee and was not juried, meaning that
any two-dimensional, dry, finished
work could be submitted by anyone
to the gallery in January and shown
in the February exhibit which runs
through the 18th; hundreds of pic¬
tures are currently displayed, hung
virtually on top of one another from
just below eye level all the way up to
the ceiling in a manner referred to as
salon style curation.
This allows for a vast number and
varied array of pieces to be shown to¬
gether: scrawls and splatters in neon
acrylics were hung beside oil paint
landscapes. One work was selling for
$20 while the piece next it was going
for $2,000. Several notable local artists’
work was displayed directly over what
looked to be two framed crayon draw¬
ings done by local children.
The sentiment of this exhibit is one
that seems to closely mirror the aims
and general atmosphere of Space, and
is refreshing to the art community in
Portland and beyond. This is not to
say that I (and surely countless oth¬
ers) don’t occasionally roll my eyes

at Space for being over-eager in its
alternativeness, too careless in curat¬
ing comprehensive and thematically
consistent shows, and for being filled
with angsty, chain-smoking 20-some¬
thing year old hipsters.
But this exhibit does represent a
well-intentioned attempt to democra¬
tize how art is created, shown and con¬
sidered. Anyone could submit his or her
creative endeavors to the gallery, and
the exhibit is free for all to enter (wine
is not free, but is amply supplied and
always helps the art-viewing). Cultur¬
ally, we have grown accustomed to an
elitism pervasive in the art world which
promotes the idea that only a limited
few have the ability to create fine art
and that, perhaps, an even more limited
few have the resources to purchase it.
Is all the artwork shown at Space
innovative? No. Is all of it high-qual¬
ity? Not particularly. Nevertheless, I
find that there is something appeal¬
ing about the idea behind the ex¬
hibit’s creation. The amassing in one
space of such a diverse range of art,
from artists varying in training and
resources, was arguably more inter¬
esting than any individual piece.
It is only surprising that no art¬
work from any member of the Bates
community found its way onto the
walls of Space this month. With the
amount of artistic talent among stu¬
dents and faculty, it is surely disap¬
pointing that no one took advantage
of this free opportunity to expose
work to a large audience in such a
dynamic setting. Hopefully, Space will
curate a third “Free for All” sometime
in the future.

Best Dressed:
Maysie Childs T3
leaves her mark
NICOLLETTE WHITNEY
STAFF WRITER

Maysie Childs ’13 has left quite an
impression on the fashion scene at
Bates. As a high school student, she
was forced to stick to a conservative
dress code at her Connecticut board¬
ing school. She found it hard to wear
the clothes that she liked, yet she real¬
ized she could gain respect from her
teachers by dressing well.
Now a first-year at Bates, “It's nice
for me to express myself through
clothes and be able to wear whatev¬
er I want,” explained Childs. “I care
about how I look.” Showing up for
class and looking the part is often
how Childs is spotted around campus.
Childs’ friends have always
dressed well, providing fashion ideas
for the first-year who noted that her
sister often inspires her dress as well.
She finds herself constantly sharing
her clothes with friends at Bates, even
just for an hour or two of class. While
travelling in Norway last summer, she
picked up on a foreign style. In Nor¬
way, “girls have a really cool, forward
sense of style.” She investigated the
clothing culture while she was there,
noticing how Americans tend to have
different attitudes toward fashion and
presentability.
“I’ve never worn sweatpants to
class,” Childs proudly confessed.

She finds that it is not
that difficult to put on a
pair of jeans and throw
on a crew neck. Besides,
she believes, who really
wants to look at droopy,
baggy, oversized sweat¬
pants anyway? “It’s easy
to be comfortable and
look presentable at the
same time,” Childs said.
Sweats have a place,
and for Childs, the class¬
room is not one of them.
When shopping, she
sais she visits big de¬
partment stores because
they have everything.
Nordstrom is one of her
favorites. She also en¬
joys “random little plac¬
es,” because they have
a lot of good finds that
no one else has. More
generic stores are also
a necessity for Childs.
Stores like Gap and J. Crew are good
for the basics, and allow you to re¬
ally “play up your style with differ¬
ent stuff,” according to Childs.
For Childs, dressing well is a
must. “Clothes say a lot about peo¬
ple. Everyone knows that, but some
people just care more than others,”
she said. Clothing essentials for a
cold winter at Bates include “a good
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pair of leather boots and a cute
jacket,” said Childs. Scarves and hats
are also good accessories for a final
touch. When you spot a fashionista
like Childs around campus, you may
feel embarrassed when you realize
that you’re wearing sweatpants. Be
inspired: the next time you reach for
a pair of sweats, think twice and try
something new.

Billie Holiday:
worth revisiting
BRIDGET BREWER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

I have yet to experience a Sat¬
urday night without Ke$ha, Lady
GaGa, Pink and Beyonce crooning
out of iPod speakers. Chicks are
everywhere on the popular music
scene right now and, without getting
all girl power about it, I’ll just say
that I don’t mind one bit. With this
overflowing abundance of estrogen,
however, it’s easy to forget the la¬
dies who originally rocked the mu¬
sic world. With Black History Month
upon us, I’d say it’s about time we
brought up Billie Holiday.
Holiday rocked with her cock
out - not in the screaming, smeared
eyeliner way of today’s females,
but through her graceful and cou¬
rageous personality, and the quiet
boldness of her trembling voice.
She was raised in Harlem in the
’20s and ’30s, where she worked as
a prostitute, received the nickname
“Billie” as a street kid, and began
her singing career in nightclubs.
In a time when jazz singers were
nothing more than “canaries” who
trilled alongside the musicians
who did the “real” work, Holiday’s
unusual voice and glowing person¬

pares to the perfect recording of the
ality became the main event, even
haunting “Strange Fruit,” which opens
overshadowing the white men, like
the album. The stark lyrics, taken
Benny Goodman, with whom she
from a poem written in 1939 by a
toured. She worked with racially
mixed bands, a highly unusual Jewish teacher in Harlem, speak of
a lynching in the south, and Holiday
move, and, unlike her contempo¬
would end every show at the liberal
raries, Holiday drew inspiration
New York Cafe Society club with this
from experience. All those super¬
song. Radio stations banned the song
personal break-up ballads from
from the air, death threats were deliv¬
Alanis Morissette? You can thank
ered to her door, and still, she kept
Holiday for starting that tradition.
singing “Strange Fruit.”
Holiday’s courage and her perse¬
Few songs have ever had the im¬
verance are ultimately at the heart of
pact this one did on the music indus¬
“The 20th Century Masters Millenium
try and American society, and few hu¬
Collection: The Best of Billie Holi¬
man beings have ever-demonstrated
day,” released in 2002 by Universal
the strength of character Holiday pos¬
Music. The compilation is a solid col¬
sessed. So give me your Bikini Kill,
lection of her biggest hits, from “Fine
your Tegan and Sara, your Missy Eliot;
and Mellow” (1939) to “God Bless the
Child” (1956). The recordings are of Billie Holiday, I swear, rocked harder
than any of them.
spotless quality, despite their age, and
her scratchy, ebullient voice combined
with soaring orchestral
arrangements is tinged
Billie Holiday:
with a loneliness both
exquisite and ageless.
Her love songs - and
BHfe BBfe
Brift.
conversely, her singleand-ready-to-mingle
songs - pop and flow
with the honesty every¬
5 Bobcats
one loved her for.
v
____y
But nothing com¬

Environmental Coalition
combines activism with fun:
Can we just cut to the chase, please...

Dude on phone: Yo, that sounds sweet, but what kind of rice pudding are we
talking about here?
-Library

student group raises environmental
awareness while reveling in the
splendors of local nature
kelly

cox

ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR
Lost ip translation...

Girl 1: What are you up to this week?
Girl 2: Do you mean week or weekend?
Girl 1: Yup!
Boy on the side: I guess she didn’t realize that was a question...
-Silo

This kid knows his mathematical proportions...

Boy: The kid’s getting too old now...it should.be called “Two and ThreeQuarters of a Man”...
~Silo, after a commercial for the sit com “Two and a Half Men”

Hear something funny that needs to be shared? E-mail your overheards to
mrouyali@bates. edu

The Environmental Coalition (EC)
held its first meeting of the semester last
Tuesday evening. Indulging in home¬
made desserts and hot tea, students
from diverse academic disciplines dis¬
cussed upcoming events and potential
programs to increase recycling habits
and waste awareness.
EC Presidents Chloe Bourne ’ll
and Meaghen Murphy ’13 anticipate
holding environmental appreciation
events later in the semester, such
as moonlight snowshoeing, stargaz¬
ing and nature hikes at Thorncrag
Bird Sanctuary. The gatherings of¬
fer opportunities to experience the
beauty of Maine outside the “Bates
bubble,” as well as to reflect on en¬
vironmental issues both as a group

and individually.
“If we take the time to look
around at the nature that surrounds
us, it’s hard not to get motivated to¬
wards action and preservation. We
don’t want to be caught up solely
in our projects that focus on chang¬
ing the negative when there is still
so much positive that needs to be
experienced,” said Murphy.
The EC recently brought Neil
Ward, founder of the Androscoggin
River Alliance, to campus to discuss
related concerns. The birthplace of
the Clean Water Act, the Androscog¬
gin is considered one of the most
polluted rivers in America. The EC
hopes to take action on this issue
and focus on ways in which the
Bates community can help make a
difference.
The EC is a student-run group cre¬

ated in the mid ’90s to improve environ¬
mental responsibility at Bates, in Lew¬
iston-Auburn and in the greater Maine
area. The group organizes student ac¬
tivism for local issues, like selling re¬
cycled material for notebooks to raise
money for charity and to raise waste
awareness.
“The EC is important to the Bates
community because it combines
such an eclectic mixture of ideas;
we make recyclable crafts one day,
go stargazing the next, and ignite
preservation and awareness cam¬
paigns after that. There is something
for everyone and no room for bore¬
dom,” Murphy said.
All are welcome to join EC
meetings every Tuesday night from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m, at 111 Bardwell
Street. For more information, con¬
tact cbourne@bates.e'du.
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Men's indoor third at State A cheerleader you
Championships, McNeil

ought to know

wins Peter Goodrich Award
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Don Robitailfe leads a cheer during a timeout in Bates' 76-47 victory over Amherst.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
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Co-Captain Rich McNeil ’10 won both the shot put and weight throw in the State Championships last weekend. Because of his
performance, McNeil won the Peter Goodrich Award for the most outstanding field athlete in the meet.
RYAN RICE
STAFF WRITER

On Feb. 6th the men’s indoor track
and field team competed against USM,
Bowdoin and Colby in the State of
Maine Indoor Track Championships. In
what proved to be an extremely close
meet that could have gone either way,
the Bobcats placed third out of four
teams. USM took first with 174.5 points,
followed by Bowdoin with 169-5, Bates
with 144.5 and Colby with 28.5.
Although the Men’s team did
not clinch a first place finish, there
were many individual Bobcats who
claimed state titles in their events as
well as an abundance of seasonal
and personal bests.
The meet kicked off with a bang
as Co-Captain Rich McNeil ’10 led the
Bobcats to first place finishes in the

shot put (15.62 meters) and weight
throw (18.29). Following McNeil were
David Pless T3, who finished second
in the shot put (14.13) and Co-Captain
Chris Murtagh ’ll, who finished sec¬
ond in the weight throw (16.61). Mc¬
Neil was also awarded the Peter Go¬
odrich Award for the most outstanding
field athlete in the meet.
On the track, there were stellar
performances left and right. James
LePage T3 claimed the state title in the
800-meter run with a time of 1:56.2.
Mike Jiang T2 took first in the 55-me¬
ter dash (6.7 seconds). Tony Haeuser
’13 took first in the 55-yard hurdles
(7.9 seconds). Ryan Quinn ’ll took
second in the 55-meter dash and first
in the 200-meter dash in 6.7 seconds
and 23-0 seconds, respectively
The standout performances contin¬

ued beyond first place finishers. Sam
Wood T2 ran a gallant 5,000-meter,
setting a personal best at 16:11. Wood
ran the last 200 meters of the 5,000 in a
scorching 30 seconds.
Distance Captain Devin Dilts ’ll
finished third in the 5,000-meter with
an impressive time of 15:17.8. Sean
Colligan ’12 qualified for the Divi¬
sion III meet with a personal best
of 15:32.8. Jesse Chapman ’13 took
third in the 55-yard hurdles with a
time of 8.20.
While they did not win the over¬
all state title, the plethora of stand¬
out individual performances show
that the men’s indoor track and field
team belongs among the state’s best.
The men travel to MIT in Cambridge,
Mass., this Saturday to compete at
the MIT Invitational.

As he frequented the campus for
work, Robitaille became more familiar
with life at Bates. When he retired 20
years ago, he started to come to bas¬
ketball games. It was cheaper than the
movies and provided more action than
anything else in town.
“The games are free,” said Robitaille.
“It is good basketball, but it is also
cheap entertainment.”
Robitaille has attended every Bates
basketball game in Alumni Gymnasium
since his retirement (unless he was out
of town), and his streak continues to¬
day. He is our school’s biggest fan and
he embodies everything that we as stu¬
dents should.
Robitaille remembers how it started
for him. “After a few games, we were
playing Bowdoin and the time outs
were quiet. It was a packed gym,” said
Robitaille. “Well, not being a shy oldtimer, I got up and hollered that we
need a cheer.”
And what happened after that?
The students responded, and accord¬
ing to Robitaille, the rest was history.
For 20 years, generations of Bates
students have attended games in Alum¬
ni Gymnasium, and for 20 years, Rob¬
itaille has led them through a series of
cheers.
While some nights they are less en¬
thusiastic than others (think out of con¬
ference games), when a NESCAC foe is
in town, the older man in the front row
of the bleachers has mastered how to
get a group of 18-22 year-olds out of
their seats.
I have been to a handful of games
over my four years at Bates and Robitaille
has been at every one.
He is like the professor that, no mat¬
ter how sick he or she might be, will al¬

ways show up - except we never want
that professor to show up, but we want
Robitaille at all games.
With a win over Tufts on Saturday
and a little help from Bowdoin and Am¬
herst, Bates will host their first home
playoff game in my four years at Bates.
But Robitaille will not be in atten¬
dance. And now he is like the profes¬
sor that cancels class when you are
supposed to watch “Old School” and
have a pizza party.
I have my fingers crossed that we
host a NESCAC quarterfinal game,
but if we do, the gym will feel dif¬
ferent. It will still be loud, maybe the
loudest it has ever been, but it will
undoubtedly be different. The front
row of the bleachers will be filled,
but it will not be occupied by our
school’s biggest fan.
Robitaille is leaving at the end of
this week on a cross-country bike trip.
In addition to his family and Bates bas¬
ketball, cycling completes the triangle
of his biggest passions.
“At age 70,1 biked from Bar Harbor
to Seattle,” said Robitaille. “I camped
along the way - it was a 5,000 mile
journey, Next week I am leaving on
another trek from St. Augustine, Fla.,
to San Diego, Calif.”
The man is incredible. He added
that the upcoming journey was “only”
3,500 miles. He plans to do it in 100
days. 35 miles per day does not sound
so bad to the average college kid. But
for a 78 year old, that is an amazing feat.
With a win and some help from our
NESCAC peers this weekend, Alumni
Gymnasium will be packed for one
more game in 2010. The atmosphere
and support will be tremendous and
the team will feed off of our energy.
But we will have to make do with¬
out our school’s biggest fan.

Inconsistencies plague
men's nordic at UVM

Women's indoor runs to third
place at State Championships
NORA HANAGAN
STAFF WRITER

The women’s indoor track and field
team fell to third place in the State
Championship meet this past weekend.
It was the first time this season that the
women did not finish in first or second
place. They had not yet lost to Colby,
but this weekend the Mules edged out
the Bobcats by one point in the decid¬
ing 4 x 800-meter relay. The Bobcats
easily outscored USM, but struggled to
catch this year’s champion, Bowdoin.
Despite not finishing on top, Head
Coach Jay Hartshorn still felt very posi¬
tively about the meet and about indi¬
vidual performances.
“We had a ton of personal bests at
the meet and in general competed re¬
ally well. It would have been great to
beat Colby but we’ve also been on the
good side of those one point wins re¬
cently,” said Hartshorn.
Once again Vantiel Elizabeth Dun¬

can TO and Sara Ellen Godek ’ll put
on a phenomenal show of strength
and finesse as the duo took the top
two spots in both the shot put and the
weight throw, respectively. Duncan’s
shot put was her best in two years,
while Godek’s performance in the
weight throw made her a provisional
qualifier in the NCAA championships
for the first time in her career.
Another highlight of the meet was
the exhilarating first place finish by
the 4x400-meter relay team of Ansley
Flanagan T3, Dana Lindauer ’ll, Tina
Tobin T2 and Molly Radis TO. While
the ladies’ time of 4:06.14 put them in
fifth place on the Bates all-time per¬
formance list, their relay became the
fastest flat-track 4 X 400 time in Bates
history. Other success in the relays in¬
cluded the 4 x 200-meter relay team of
Flanagan, Lindauer, Radis and Kristen
Poulin T3. Although the women fin¬
ished second, they ran the sixth fastest
time in Bates history and the fastest

relay in 18 years in 1:49.47.
Radis was successful individually
as well, placing first in the 600-meter
dash. Second place finishes included
Tobin in the 55-meter hurdles and
Katie Bash in the 1,000-meter run.
Esther Kendall grabbed third in the
3,000-meter run while Jennifer Mitton
’ll, Flanagan and Taylor Piers T2 fin¬
ished third in the 5,000-meters, high
jump and triple jump, respectively.
Overall, the Bobcats did well in the
throwing pit as well as in the middle to
long distance events.
“Our 3k runners really responded and
put us in a place where we could com¬
pete for second at the end of the race,”
added Hartshorn. “Lindsay Cullen T3 and
Alicia Farmon T3 had a great battle with
the woman from Colby.”
Next weekend, Bates competes at
the Valentine Classic at Boston Universi¬
ty in Boston, Mass., on Friday and at the
MIT Invitational in Camrbidge, Mass.,
on Saturday.
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Lucas Milliken '13 skis to 33rd place in the 10k freestyle race at the UVM Carnival
last Sunday. Milliken was Bates' first finisher for the second straight race.

BETH TAYLOR AND DAYNA STIMSON
STAFF WRITERS

Held in historic Stowe, Vt., at the
Trapp Family Lodge, the University of
Vermont Carnival began with a 10k
classic race last Saturday. The men’s
nordic team opened with a victory over
archrival Colby and finished seventh on
the first day of competition.
Lucas Milliken T3 led the results
for the Bobcats, posting a personal best
classic result in 21st place.
“Today was the best classic race of
my life,” said Milliken. “Plus, the team
skied really well, which led us to our
win over Colby.”
Following Milliken and rounding
out the scoring for the Bobcats were
Captain Harry Poole TO in 24th place
and Corey Hill T3 in 42nd place.

Sunday’s 10k freestyle race was a
challenging course, made more difficult
by strong gusting winds and intermittent
snow. Once again, Milliken led the team
with a respectable 33rd place finish. Poole
finished a disappointing 44th, and he was
closely followed by Cooper in 49th.
Overall, the men struggled to the
tune of ninth place for the day. The
Bates nordic and alpine teams finished
a combined eighth place.
The men’s team will look to re¬
bound next weekend at the Dart¬
mouth Carnival. Because of a lack of
snow in Hanover, N.H., the races will
be held in Stowe, Vt., for the second
weekend in a row.

Editor's note: Harry Poole is the Manag¬
ing Sports Editor of The Bates Student
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Five Olympic events
that you need to see
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

in 2010. Austria’s team members have won
a combined 10 World Cup races this season
- well below their usual domination.
To our delight, American Lindsey
Vonn, has eight World Cup wins so far
this season - almost equal to the total of
the entire Austrian national team. She is
the reigning world downhill and super-g
champion and has had a dominant sea¬
son. Her string of five straight World Cup
downhill victories just ended last week.
She is nursing a left-hand injury, but her
results in recent practice runs and races
have been improving and she is feeling
confident heading into the games. Be¬
yond Vonn, Julia Mancuso is back with
the U.S. Ski Team in Vancouver and will
look to repeat the gold medal that she
won in the giant slalom in 2006. As al¬
ways, fans can look forward to great ski¬
ing from two-time Olympic silver medal¬
ist Bode Miller (and maybe some of his
other antics along the way). Reigning
Olympic super-combined gold medalist
Ted Ligety returns to the games as well.
#2-. Biathlon: The biathlon might not be
an event on most people’s list; however, it
has a special connection to Bates this year.
Haley Johnson enrolled at Bates with the
class of 2005 and attended school here for
two years, but she cut her time at Bates
short to focus solely on biathlon. Clearly,
her work paid off and she was named to
the U.S. Biathlon team in 2007. The bi¬
athlon is a unique event, combining cross¬
country skiing and rifle shooting. There
are long-distance, short-distance and relay
events with varying rules. Despite a variety
of events, the same principle remains true:
skiers race on a short loop and after each
lap, they must shoot at a target with a rifle.
If they miss, there are time or distance pen¬
alties. The skier with the lowest time - all
penalties considered - wins.
*3\ Ice Hockey: The NHL’s most
gripping rivalry comes to the Olympics
games this year - the battle between
Sidney Crosby and Alexander Ovechkin,
the two most prominent faces in pro¬
fessional hockey. The Canadian team
made the mistake of leaving Crosby
out of the lineup in 2006 in Torino and
finished a disappointing seventh place.
For Vancouver, however, they learned
their lesson. Crosby will play in these
games fresh off of leading his Pittsburgh
Penguins to the Stanley Cup title last
June. The Russian squad counters with
Alexander Ovechkin, the NHL’s lead¬
ing scorer so far this season. Intensity
and competition are evident every time
Crosby and his Penguins play Ovechkin
and his Capitals, and if these charismat¬
ic players face off in Vancouver, they
will not disappoint.
#4: Speed Skating: The drama and
inter-team rivalry from 2006 seems to
have passed between Shani Davis and
Chad Hedrick. Things are looking up
for the U.S. speed skating squad and
Davis has become a clear favorite to
win the 1,000 and 1,500-meter races.
He holds the world record in both dis¬
ciplines and took gold in Torino in the
1,000 and silver in the 1,500. His gold

medal in 2006 made him the first ever
black indivudal event Winter Olympic
champion. Davis returns to Vancouver
with high hopes, less pressure, and as
Hedrick enters the last competition of
his skating career, we can only hope
there will be less drama.
#5: Women’s Figure Skating: When
people think of the Winter Olympics,
women’s figure skating is the first event
that comes to mind. No sport better
embodies the drama and passion that
make the Olympic Games as exciting
as they are. Whether you follow the
sport year-round or just tune in every
four years, I can assure you that you will
be in for a thrilling competition. With
that in mind, American watchers will
not feel as connected to the competi¬
tion this year with no favorite emerging
from our country.
This Olympic season there is no
Peggy, no Dorothy, no Michelle and
no Sasha. Until recently, American
female figure skaters dominated the
sport. But this year, the top contend¬
ers reign from Korea and Japan. In
fact, this could be the first Olympics
since 1964 (three years after the entire
U.S. team was killed in a plane crash)
without an American woman standing
on the podium.
Since Shizuka Arakawa won gold
in Torino in 2006, figure skating has
experienced an increase in Asian par¬
ticipation. Leading this domination is
South Korean phenom Yu-Na Kim, the
heavy favorite to win gold. Kim is in
a class by herself. She lands difficult
and huge triple-triple combos with in¬
credible ease, but she also excels in the
artistic aspects of graceful skating aptly
expressing the background music. She
was the first Korean figure skater ever to
win the World Championship last year
and has repeatedly broken records with
increasingly high scores. If she skates
as expected, she will win gold relatively
unchallenged.
Right behind Kim is another 19
year-old, Mao Asada from Japan. Like
Kim, Asada is an incredible jumper,
and often lands two triple axels (usu¬
ally performed only in men’s compe¬
tition) in one program. She skates
lightly with lovely flow, and if she
cleanly lands her triple axels, she will
challenge Kim for Olympic gold.
Following Kim and Asada is a wide
open competition. Competitors in this
group include Miki Ando from Japan,
Joannie Rochette from Canada, Carolina
Kostner from Italy, and two American
teenagers, National Champion Rachael
Flatt, and runner-up Mirai Nagasu.
Though Kim is the clear favorite, the la¬
dies’ figure skating competition is prone
to upsets, falls and surprises, so only
time will tell who is crowned with the
most coveted title of the Olympics.
There you have it - five events that
you should not miss.
With a Bobcat competing and a
plethora of other exciting events on
hand, the Vancouver Winter Olympic
Games will be two full weeks of excit¬
ing competition.

Mahan leads men's
squash to third place
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Tri-Captain Kush Mahan '10 defeated Amherst, Williams and Bowdoin's top-ranked
players as he led Bates to third place at the NESCAC Championships at Trinity Col¬
lege in Hartford, Conn., last weekend.

ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Following their female counterparts, the
men’s squash team cemented a third place
position in the NESCAC Championships this
weekend, defeating Amherst and Bowdoin
to clinch their final standing.
On Saturday, the Bobcats demolished
Amherst in an easy 8-1 victory. The win
earned them a spot in the semis where they
faced off against their nemesis, Williams
College. The Ephs edged the Bobcats in the
national rankings by one spot, holding the
no. 10 position to Bates’ no. 11.
The closely-matched rivals put on
an exciting spectacle for all in atten¬
dance. While Bates ultimately fell 6-3,
Tri-Captains Kush Mahan 10, Jordan
Greenberg 10 and Will Katz 11 earned
victories for the Bobcats at the first three
positions on the ladder, respectively.
Tough, deciding losses were played at
the fifth and sixth positions, with Nick

Echeverria 11 falling in five games and
Dae Roe Lee 11 falling in four.
“The guys still fought really hard,”
said Mahan. “We know we’re capable of
beating [Williams] as both our encoun¬
ters with them this season have been
extremely close through every individ¬
ual match. Hopefully we’ll get a chance
again at Nationals in two weeks’ time.”
The next day, the team took on
Bowdoin in another close-matched
competition for third place. The Bobcats
continued to play well, and took down
the Polar Bears in a 5-4 edger.
“It was nice to beat Bowdoin again,
it always is,” said Mahan. “The match
was closer this time around, but we did
well to pull out the result we wanted.
Now it’s time to train for Nationals.”
The team will have ample time to
prepare for College Squash Association
Team Nationals, which will be held Feb.
18th-21st at Yale University in New Ha¬
ven, Conn.

Yanofsky leads women's
hoops to big win

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

three women, the team cruised to a
fourth place finish, nine points from
third place finisher, the University of
New Hampshire.
After just missing the podium, the
Bates women came to Sunday’s race with
a mission. Again, Ruppertsberger set the
pace for the Bobcats with a ninth place
finish. However, it was the work of Beth
Taylor 12 and Sellegren that sealed the
deal. Rebounding from recent illness,
Taylor skied an amazing race, finishing in
17th place. Showing the Bobcat’s team
depth, Sellegren crossed the line only six
seconds back from Taylor in 19th place
- a career-best freestyle race for the firstyear. With a tighter grouping of the top
three, the Bobcats were able to secure a
podium finish for the day, the second of
their season.
The women’s team has little time to
enjoy their success from this weekend
as they race again this upcoming Fri¬
day. Due to a lack of snow in Hanover,
N.H., the Dartmouth Carnival has been
moved to Stowe, Vt. The Bobcats hope
that they can carry their momentum
into this weekend and continue to fin¬
ish among the top teams in the East.

Third in
NESCAC for
women's
squash

BOBCAT
OS' THB WBEK
Alex Gallant ’ll
Gallant came off
of the bench and
scored a careerhigh 24 points in
Bates’ 76-47 rout
of Amherst Col¬
lege on Friday. He
followed that per¬
formance with 18
points against Trin¬
ity College the next
day, leading Bates to
its fifth straight win
and moving them
into fourth in the
NESCAC.

Women's
nordic
fourth at
UVM

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
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Tri-Captain Lauren Yanofsky '10 scored 20 points to lead Bates past Trinity,
KATIE BASH
STAFF WRITER

Tri-Captain Lauren Yanofsky 10 scored
20 points and grabbed a career-high 15
rebounds, leading the women’s basketball
team to a 54-47 victory over NESCAC rival
Trinity College this past Saturday. The Bob¬
cats most recent win marked its third of the
past four NESCAC games as they move to
3-5 in the conference, and 12-11 overall.
Tri-Captain Jessie Igoe 11 added 13 points
and Annie Bums 12 had nine rebounds, a
game-high six assists and three steals.
Throughout much of the second half
the Bantams continued to lead, as the
scoreboard read 26-19 with 18:35 left on the
clock. With 8:32 remaining, Igoe came in on
a fast-break layup off of an assist by Kelsey
Flaherty 12 to cut the Bantam lead to one.
Yanofsky gave Bates its first lead since the
sixth minute of the game with a layup that
made it 38-37 with 7:13 remaining.

Unrelenting, Yanofsky converted another
layup and Bums assisted Tri-Captain Kellie
Goodridge TO on a three-pointer that made it
43-37with just under six minutes on the dock.
In the final minute of the game the Bobcats
sunk three out of four free throws and ran
away with the 54-47 victory.
The win over Trinity came on the heels
of a close game against the country’s topranked team from Amherst. Bums led
the team with 13 points, eight assists, four
rebounds and five steals in a remarkable
all-around game for the sophomore point
guard. Yanofsky added 12 points and five
rebounds while Taryn O’Connell 13 con¬
tributed 12 points off of the bench in just 17
minutes of playing time.
Despite being the significant underdog,
the women stayed close to Amherst the en¬
tire game, ultimately falling 72-66.
The team will play its last regular sea¬
son game next Saturday in Alumni Gym¬
nasium as the women host Tufts University.

(fourth position), Anna Hogelund ’ll
(seventh position), Liza Dorrison ’13
(eighth position) and Morgan Maciewicz ’10 (ninth position) each forcing
a fourth game.
On Sunday, the team competed
in the consolation round against no.
13 Middlebury to decide third and
fourth place. This final showdown
was hardly as predictable as the
previous matches of the weekend.
Bates was up 4-3 with matches at
the seventh and ninth positions on
the ladder left to determine who
would be third place.
Maciewicz clinched the fifth Bobcat
win at the ninth position in a grueling
five-game faceoff. Hogelund added the
sixth win from the seventh position.
“It was a great weekend for us
and we got some much needed re¬
venge against Middlebury to reclaim
our third seed in the NESCAC,” said
Co-Captain Hannah Laverty ’10. (The
revenge stems from Bates' former
head coach leaving the team in 2007
to work for the Panthers.)
The team will now rest and pre¬
pare before heading to the CSA Team
Nationals held Feb. 25th-27th at Yale
University in New Haven, Conn. CSA
Individual Nationals will follow over
the weekend of March 4th-7th at Trin¬
ity College in Hartford, Conn.
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Heating up: men's hoops blows past A Bates fan
through and
Amherst, Trinity; winning streak at five
through
HARRY POOLE
MANAGING SPORTS
EDITOR

JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT

Co-Captain Marshall Hatch '10 fades away for one of his five three-pointers. Hatch scored a career-high 19 points as the men routed Amherst 76-47. The win marked the
Bobcats’ first victory over the Lord Jeffs since the 1987-1988 season.

PATRICK KING
STAFF WRITER

The men’s basketball team went
into last weekend looking for wins in
order to solidify their playoff position,
and they picked up two with epic de¬
feats against NESCAC foes Amherst
and Trinity. With the wins, Bates’ con¬
ference record leveled at 4-4 to put the
Bobcats in position to host a quarter¬
final playoff game. The Bobcats play
their last conference game of the sea¬
son next weekend against Tufts. With
a win, and some help from Bowdoin
and Amherst, Alumni Gymnasium will,
for the first time since 2006, be the site
of a first round playoff game.
Bates' winning weekend started Fri¬
day night when they routed perennial
NESCAC and national powerhouse Am¬
herst College. The Lord Jeffs have been
a consistent contender in both the NE¬
SCAC and NCAA tournaments, winning
the national title most recently in 2008.

Last Friday, they were completely domi¬
nated by the Bobcats in a hostile and
completely packed Alumni Gymnasium.
Bates led from the opening tip-off
to the final buzzer. Co-Captain Marshall
Hatch TO scored 13 of his career-high
19 points in the first. He made all four
of his three point tries in the half and
finished the game five-for-five from be¬
yond the arc.
The Bates defense held Amherst
to 30 percent shooting in the game
and forced 18 turnovers while com¬
mitting only 14.
While Hatch was the story in the
first half, the second half belonged
to Alex Gallant ’ll, who came into
the game as a role-player off of the
bench. Gallant dominated the low
post, scoring 18 of his 24 points in
the second half. Gallant could not be
stopped, and picked up the scoring
in a game where the Bobcats’ lead¬
ing scorer, Co-Captain Brian Ellis ’ll,
was held to only four points. Bates

Women's squash
third at NESCACs

closed the game on a 32-10 run to
secure their first win over Amherst
since 1987-88.
After Bates’ biggest win in recent
memory on Friday night, the Bobcats
came out flat in Saturday’s matchup
against Trinity. The Bantams were com¬
ing off of a big Friday win of their own
against Tufts and were desperate for an¬
other NESCAC victory.
They took the lead 9-0 in the open¬
ing minutes of the half due to some
sloppy play from Bates. The Bobcats
eventually rebounded and closed the
first half with a 35-31 lead. Nick Schmiemann ’ll scored all of his 15 points in
the first half.
The second half was tight
throughout, with each team taking
several leads in the period. When
the Bobcats needed points, Gallant
came through for the second game
in a row. Gallant finished the game
with a team-high 18 points on nine
of 13 shooting. Doing his work in

the low post again, Gallant over¬
powered his defenders and was
able to finish with 10 foot jumpers
at his will.
The two evenly matched teams trad¬
ed baskets for most of the second half
before Bates took the lead and stretched
it out with a 15-0 run helped by five
points from John Squires T2. Leading
the offense, Marc Brust T3 turned in a
strong overall performance, while Kyle
Philbrook T2 led the team with seven
assists in the 70-63 win.
The two wins were critical for the
Bobcats who started the NESCAC sea¬
son 0-4.
This week they will take on Gor¬
don College in a tough non-conference
matchup before hosting the Tufts Jum¬
bos on Saturday.
With a win next weekend the Bob¬
cats will finish 5-4 in the NESCAC and,
depending on other results in the league,
could be back in Alumni Gymnasium for
one more game in the playoffs.

If you have been to
a Bates basketball game
in Alumni Gymnasium
over the past 20 years,
you might have noticed a few things
that never change.
It is always hot. Desert hot. And
when there are no seats left except for
the row of bleachers right in front of the
heater, yo.u feel like you are in Nelly’s
“Hot in Here” music video.
The gym is small. So small that the
bleachers reach their full extension
right on the Sideline of the court. If you
sit in the front row you fear that Jimmy
O’Keefe TO and his 6’7", 250 pound
frame might dive into the stands and
land in your lap.
The energy is high. So high that
when a NESCAC opponent comes to
town, you might not even find a seat.
It is markedly different from the atmo¬
sphere at other Bates sporting events.
While all of these characteristics a
part of what has given Alumni Gym¬
nasium its historic reputation, the most
irreplaceable element of the gym over
the past 15 years is 78 years old and
about 57” in stature. He is not a coach,
a Bates alumnus, an alumni parent or
even a current student’s grandfather. In
fact, he has no kinship ties to Bates.
He is Don Robitaille, a lifelong Lew¬
iston native, retired Coca Cola employ¬
ee, and the most incredible supporter of
Bobcat basketball. There are few peo¬
ple that know him by name, but Don is
the man in attendance at every Bobcat
home game.
You all know the familiar sound of
the kazoo - his instrument of choice
to silence the crowd before he leads
a packed gymnasium in a Bates cheer.
You have heard the “give me a B, give
me an A (and so on)” chants. And,
you have undoubtedly wondered who
that older man in the front row of the
bleachers was.
I noticed Mr. Robitaille for three
years, and I feel guilty thaat I never
introduced myself or even gave him a
simple “hello” on my way out of the
gym. I am here to tell you his story. It
does not matter whether you are an ath¬
lete, a faculty member or even a sports
fan - Don Robitaille is an important fig¬
ure in the Bates community.
While he has lived in Lewis¬
ton his entire life, Robitaille’s con¬
nection with Bates started 55 years
ago when he was first employed by
Coca Cola as a vending and fountain
equipment serviceman.
“Part of my territory was the Bates
campus,” said Robitaille.
$ee"ACHEERLEADER," page 10

Ruppertsberger leads Olympic
women's nordic again events you
can't miss
MARIA ROUVALIS
STAFF WRITER

LINCOLN BENEDICT/EISA MEDIA

Natalie Ruppertsberger 'll skis to fifth place in the 5k classic race at the Univer¬
OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA RELATIONS/COURTESY PHOTO

sity of Vermont Carnival last weekend.

Cheri-Ann Parris '13 en route to a 3-1 victory at the number one position against

COREY HILL

Hamilton. Bates won 8-1 to advance to the NESCAC Semi-Final against Williams.

STAFF WRITER

ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The women’s squash team made
another long trek to Hartford, Conn.,
last weekend and they earned the third
place position in the conference after
defeating both Hamilton and Middlebury at the NESCAC Championships.
The no. 11 nationally ranked Bobcats
boast a 16-7 record as they prepare for
the College Squash Association Team
Nationals at the end of the month.
The NESCAC Championship tour¬

nament started off with a bang, as
Bates clawed their way to an effortless
8-1 victory over no. 15 Hamilton on
Saturday afternoon. The win put the
Bobcats in the semi-finals where they
faced no. 8 ranked Williams College the no. 2 seed in the conference tour¬
nament. Sadly, Bates was defeated in
the semis by the Ephs, who swept the
match with nine straight wins.
Despite the loss, the team put
up a good fight, with Mimi Neal T2
See "THIRD," page 11

Natalie Ruppertsberger ’ll
led the women’s nordic team to two
top-four finishes at the University of
Vermont Carnival this past weekend in
Stowe, Vt.
Despite the lack of snow in sur¬
rounding areas, the cross-country ski
trails at the Trapp Family Lodge showed
no ill effects from the recent rain. The
collegiate skiers were challenged with
two races - a 5k classic race on Satur¬
day and a 10k skate race on Sunday.
Ruppertsberger, started the weekend

off with an outstanding fifth place fin¬
ish in Saturday’s classic race. The qual¬
ity of the field was made evident by the
tight grouping of women at the top of
the results. Ruppertsberger was a mere
half second out of fourth place and 13
seconds from a podium finish. Following
Ruppertsberger was Gretchen Sellegren
T3 in 25th place - less than a minute be¬
hind her teammate.
Another three sec¬
onds behind Sellegren and rounding out
the scoring for the Bobcats in 28th place
was Captain Abby Samuelson TO.
Following the performance of these
See "WOMEN'S NORDIC," page 11

Every four years, the world comes to¬
gether through the passion, the triumph,
the heartbreak and the excitement of the
Olympic Winter Games. Starting this Fri¬
day, Feb. 12th and continuing through the
28th of the month, the world will tune in
to watch the world’s best winter athletes
compete for Olympic medals in Vancouver,
BC. Over 5,000 athletes are participating,
representing over 80 countries from across
the globe. This is a quick inside look and a
preview of five can’t miss events in anticipa¬
tion of Friday’s opening ceremonies.
*1: Alpine Skiing: Austria has domi¬
nated the alpine skiing events in recent
Winter Olympics and the Austrians have
history on their side. This Olympics,
however, untimely injuries and recent
less-than-stellar appearances at races
could open the door for other teams.
With a handful of top racers unable
to compete, Austria will look to Michael
Walchhofer, the 2006 Olympic silver med¬
alist in the downhill, and Benjamin Raich,
the 2006 slalom and giant slalom Olympic
gold medalist, to bring home more gold
See "FIVEOLYMPIC," page 11

